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UTB/TSC administrators made the case for their fee requests for 
Fall 2010 and 2011 at the Tuition and Fee Policy Committee meeting 
Tuesday.
Twelve presentations were made.
Antonio Zavaleta, special assistant to the provost and co-chair of 
the tuition and fee committee, said the proposed designated tuition is 
the “biggest bite” of the pie. UTB/TSC is proposing the maximum 
increase allowed in tuition and fees, $9.33 per semester credit hour.
Chet Lewis, associate vice president for Business Affairs 
for Financial Services, said the request for designated tuition still 
stands at $91.83 per semester credit hour for Fall 2010 and $101.16 
per semester credit hour for Fall 2011.
Lewis said designated tuition funds set-aside scholarships, faculty 
and staff salary increases and “have-to” items that the university has 
committed to, such as new administrative positions and the Arts 
Center. As required by law, 20 percent of designated tuition must 
be set aside.
Tuition and Fee Policy Committee 
Public Hearings
When:
10 a.m. to noon Dec. 1
5:30 to 7 p.m. Dec. 2
Where:
Gorgas Hall boardroom 
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Battle of Palo Alto
Student Government Association President 
Ruby de la Fuente was found not guilty of all 
four accusations brought against her by the 
SGA senate. 
Senior Chief Justice Vickie Gerdsen 
delivered the opinion of the Student 
Government Supreme Court on Nov. 16 after 
more than a week of deliberation. In a 3-0 
decision, de la Fuente was found not guilty of 
the four accusations submitted Nov. 5 by SGA 
Vice President of Administration David Polin, 
Vice President of Accounting and Finance 
Luis Buentello and Vice President of Public 
Relations Nathaniel Garcia. 
Polin said he expected the court’s decision.
“If the Supreme Court would have had 
the hearing that same week that I presented 
it, which was Sept. 15, I think she would 
have been impeached,” he said. “Because 
of manipulation and interference from the 
administration, that is the outcome I expected, 
so it was no surprise to me whatsoever.”
De la Fuente said she was confi dent in the 
court and her innocence. 
“I was never guilty,” she said. “I knew that 
going in. [Polin] switches things around a 
lot and uses things to his convenience that is 
one thing that did concern me. As far as the 
judges and their objectivity, I did not question. 
I was just really hoping for the best in regards 
to David and how he was going to prepare. 
I just didn’t want any personal attacks. He 
wasn’t prepared at all; I really do think he did 
very poorly. I did my job, and I proved my 
innocence.”
Regarding the accusation that de la Fuente 
held secret meetings last summer, the court 
Court rules against De la Fuente’s impeachment
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
• See ‘Impeach,’ Page 6
FRANCISCO ESPINOSA/COLLEGIAN
Student Government Supreme Court justices Enrique de la Garza, Vickie Gerdsen and David Smith preside over the 
impeachment hearing Nov. 5.
The Texas Southmost College District board of trustees 
has approved the addition of two racquetball courts to the 
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Center.
The university will also add benches to both women’s 
and men’s locker rooms that are compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, re-work a locker room 
stall and re-work the mirrors of the multipurpose room.
During the board’s meeting Nov. 19, Veronica Mendez, 
assistant vice president for Planning and Construction, said 
use of the racquetball courts is popular among students. 
“[The racquetball courts] are booked,” UTB/TSC 
President Juliet V. García said. “A lot of faculty are using 
them, and students are learning how to play.”
The contract for the new courts was awarded to Jamail 
& Smith Construction in the amount of $257,257.21.
TSC is paying for the project with interest earnings 
from investments of the REK Center bonds, according 
to documents provided by the Planning and Construction 
offi ce.
The board also awarded a $1.6 million contract to 
Peacock General Contractor of Harlingen for Phase I of 
the Athletic Zone.
Trustee Chester Gonzalez said the athletic zone will 
include site draining, a soccer fi eld with irrigation, 
restrooms, storage rooms, one parking lot and bleachers 
for 450 people.
Trustee Rene Torres asked why the project did not 
include lighting or a paved parking lot and whether the 
university can fi nd funding so the project will be built at 
one time, and not in phases.
David Pearson, vice president for Partnership Affairs, 
said there were several options. 
“All of the necessary background work would be done 
to be able to execute this project before the end of the 
fi scal year and with the coming of the next fi scal year we 
could build those into the capital improvement budget and 
probably into the restricted parking fund budget, so those 
could take place immediately upon the commencement 
of the next fi scal year, that’s one of the options,” Pearson 
2 more racquetball 
courts for REK Center
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer 
• See ‘Board,’ Page 8
Sedan smoke
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN
A Brownsville fi refi ghter opens a parked 2009 Saab 9-3 
sport sedan engulfed in smoke Nov. 24 in Lot U near 
SET-B. Campus Police Offi cer Omar Bahena said 
the sedan, owned by Luke Fruia Motors, was 
being used by a sales representative who was 
visiting campus. No injuries were reported. 




Everyone wants a piece of the pie
Tuition and fee requests
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Vice President of Administration David Polin 
faced a tense atmosphere Nov. 19 during the 
Student Government Association meeting after 
presenting Resolution 19, which calls for an 
audit of last spring’s SGA election results. 
Resolution 19 calls for an internal 
investigative audit of the Distance Education 
office, which tallied last spring’s election results. 
The resolution states that on Oct. 17, SGA Vice 
President of Historical Archives Rosa Law said 
Distance Education excluded Dual Enrollment 
students’ votes from the election results. It 
requests allocating $2,000 in order to hire an 
independent auditor to forward the detailed 
results to the senate and states that the SGA 
senate will make a request to speak before the 
Texas Southmost College District board of 
trustees to “request that they join in the demand 
that administration provide findings and disclose 
memos and/or referendums.” 
Before putting the resolution up for a vote, 
Polin made a motion to amend the resolution 
by striking the section that asked for the $2,000 
allocation.
“I don’t see why this can’t be resolved in-
house,” he said.
Luis Buentello, vice president of Accounting 
and Finance, seconded the motion. 
Law said she made a mistake when saying 
the Dual Enrollment students’ votes had been 
excluded.
“I spoke with several people and they said 
they weren’t,” she said. “I just feel that [we], 
as a senate, shouldn’t be allowed to see … the 
actual ID number of the person and … how they 
voted.” 
However, the resolution passed, despite two 
opposing votes from Freshman Senator Joshuah 
Law and College of Liberal Arts Senator Sandra 
Esparza. 
During the Advisers’ Corner portion of the 
meeting, UTB/TSC Associate Vice President 
for Student Affairs and Dean of Students Mari 
Fuentes-Martin said the issue had already been 
dealt with, that Dual Enrollment students’ votes 
had been counted and that the hinted impropriety 
of Distance Education stated in the resolution 
was unfounded since prior issues with the office 
had been dealt with accordingly. 
“I can tell you that there was the opportunity 
for 12,000 students 
to vote,” Fuentes-
Martin said. “The exact 
number is 12,763; 
of those, 2,148 were 
Dual. … I just want to 
express that I think this 
resolution has already 
been addressed. I think 
people just don’t like the 
answer and there will 
not be new or different 
information from this 
resolution than what’s 
been provided in the 
past. The level of information you’re asking for 
and the inference to impropriety on the part of 
Distance Education, I think, are inaccurate.” 
The resolution is the second effort by Polin 
and other members of the SGA to oust SGA 
President Ruby de la Fuente; however, Fuentes-
Martin said the audit would not take place in a 
timely manner because Distance Education has 
other business to attend to. 
Earlier in the week, the Student Government 
Supreme Court ruled against the impeachment 
of SGA President Ruby de la Fuente, as 
requested by the senate.
Polin, who graduates in December, also 
requested that de la Fuente nominate graduate 
student Joe Lee Rubio as senator pro tem to 
fill his seat in the 
spring. De la Fuente 
denied the request, 
stating past grievances 
against Polin and said 
the nomination was 
unconstitutional.
Vice President 
of Public Relations 
Nathaniel Garcia 
nominated Rubio and 
Buentello seconded 
the motion. 
“We already spoke 
to the chief [justice] and 
she already said this was very unconstitutional,” 
de la Fuente said. “[Rubio] is not a senator. 
That’s why it’s titled senator pro tem; you have 
to be a senator.”
De la Fuente also said that without her 
nomination, the senate would be continuing 
down the path of unconstitutionality by 
accepting Rubio as a candidate. Asked by Polin 
if she would nominate Rubio, de la Fuente 
replied, “nope.” 
Earlier in the meeting, Special Assistant to the 
Provost Tony Zavaleta and Financial Analysis 
Manager Linda Cox presented information on 
the 2010-2012 tuition and fee increases to an 
audience of seven students and the senate. The 
presentation broke down incidental fees by 
departments and programs. Zavaleta announced 
there would be a public hearing on the proposed 
increases from 1 to 4 p.m. Nov. 24 in the Gorgas 
Hall boardroom. Two public hearings will also 
be held from 10 a.m. to noon Dec. 1 and 5:30 to 
7 p.m. Dec. 2 in the same boardroom.
During the SGA officer reports, Esparza 
announced that Scantrons are being provided 
by the SGA in Cardenas Hall North’s Reading 
Lab. 
The SGA also held a four-minute special 
meeting Nov. 17 to consider time-sensitive 
resolutions.
Resolution 17, allocating funds to purchase 
muffins and coffee for the Great American 
Smoke-Out on Nov.19, was passed.
“It’s a nationwide event that kind of promotes 
‘Don’t smoke for a day’ and … we’re going to 
be handing out muffins [and coffee] in exchange 
for cigarettes,” said Rosa Law, sponsor of the 
resolution. “We’re going to be between North 
and South [halls] because that’s where all the 
smokers hang out.”
A total of 76 cigarettes were traded for muffins 
and coffee, Law said at the Nov. 20 meeting.
Law was also the sponsor of Resolution 18, 
which allocates funds for prizes to be awarded 
to student organizations that won the Student 
Union Fall Fest contests.
“We would just be providing the prizes for 
the organizations, not for the students,” she 
said. “First, second and third place, we would 
provide the money for. It’s just for the student 
[organizations] and to help them. Since we didn’t 
have Halloween Extravaganza, it’s another way 
to help them with their budget throughout the 
year.”
Joshuah Law suggested a survey be conducted 
on registration.
“I don’t know if anybody else has had the 
problems that a lot of other students have had 
trying to register for classes,” Law said. “I don’t 
know if you’ve seen an angry mob at Tandy or 
the other angry mob at [Academic] Advising. I 
think that we can come together and get some 
kind of resolution before next semester on 
registration for courses.”
SGA seeks election results audit
By Rene Cardona Jr.
and Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writers
SGA President Ruby de la Fuente shows her discontent 
with Polin’s proposal to nominate graduate student Joe Lee 
Rubio as senator pro tempore.
SGA Vice President of Administration David Polin reacts 
to Associate Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean 
of Students Mari Fuentes-Martin’s opinion on Resolution 
19 during the SGA meeting held Nov. 19.
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian Photos
“I just want to express that 
I think this resolution has 
already been addressed. I 
think people just don’t like 
the answer.”
--Mari Fuentes-Martin,                
associate vice president for Student 
Affairs and dean of students
The theme of the 2010 census is “It’s in 
Our Hands,” which mirrors the sentiments 
of Douglas Stoves, UTB/TSC’s director of 
Residential Life and Student Union.
Stoves said Cameron and Hidalgo counties 
were undercounted significantly in the last 
census that was taken. 
In 2000, the population of Brownsville was 
139,722 and 335,227 for Cameron County, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau Web site.
Tony Zavaleta, special assistant to the 
provost, said it was a “vast undercount.”
“This is an ongoing issue that we and many 
others in the country have had in the census is 
that we’ve been consistently undercounted,” 
Zavaleta said.
He said the undercount put the city at a 
disadvantage because it received less funding.
“The census has so much to do with 
congressional seats, how much funding you 
get [and] how much you get in the way of, say, 
community development block grants,” Stoves 
said. 
A community that is undercounted will 
receive less assistance from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
especially if the Rio Grande Valley is hit with 
another hurricane. Stoves said the agency bases 
the funding on the number of people who live 
in the area.
He said that even the H1N1 vaccine 
allocation is determined by the census because 
vaccines are shipped based on the population 
of an area.
Some people do not respond to the census 
for fear of getting reported to immigration and 
the possibility of zoning an area for having 
several people living in one home. 
Stoves said the information people provide 
is confidential by law, so census employees can 
get into legal trouble if they disclose anything 
other than the minimal amount of information 
required. 
“We really have to make sure this area 
gets counted because there’s going to be 
congressional redistricting coming up soon and 
it’s going to be based on this data, so there’s 
a belief we can have two representatives in 
Congress from the Valley, but the numbers 
have to support that,” he said.  
Stoves said UTB/TSC has been established 
as a partner with the U.S. Census Bureau and 
that the University of Texas System has done 
it as a whole. 
“We have a steering committee here on 
campus, too,” he said.
The committee is in its “preliminary stages,” 
Stoves said, and will continue in Spring 2010. 
He encourages students to volunteer and help 
with the committee.
Stoves is coordinating the efforts on campus 
and Zavaleta serves as co-chair for the Cameron 
County Complete Count Committee for 2010.
Zavaleta has been involved with the census 
since 1960.
“I was a freshman in high school and I 
assisted my aunt, who was assistant census 
enumerator,” he said.
Zavaleta said the Complete Count 
Committee is responsible for coordinating 
with the Census Bureau representatives in this 
area and to “develop strategies to get the word 
out” to the community that it is important to 
participate in the census. 
He said many people, especially in this 
region, are fearful of being counted. Although 
Zavaleta is not directly involved with UTB/
TSC’s census committee yet, he would like to 
be in the near future.
Stoves said that if there are other people 
involved in the census on campus he would 
like for everyone to work together on it.  
Census 2010: Make sure you count
By Jacqueline Vasquez 
Staff Writer
• See ‘Census,’ Page 15
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It’s hard to say goodbye to a 
place where I spent four years of 
my life.
It’s hard to say goodbye to the 
114 newspaper issues I worked 
on.
It’s hard--really hard.
I am graduating this semester and 
I know I’ll miss The Collegian.
I spent most of my days at the 
newspaper. I spent more time here 
than at home.
Here I laughed, cried, stressed 
out, played, ate junk food, did 
homework, argued, had fun, 
gossiped and, of course, worked!
I still remember when I wrote 
my first story. The event was over 
and I had done all the interviews. I 
thought I was ready to start writing, 
but my fingers froze and I asked 
Ana Sanchez, the Student Media 
secretary, “Now, how do I start?”
I’m a business major, not a 
communication major--as many 
might think--so I knew nothing of 
journalism before working here.
I have thousands of memories! 
If it wasn’t for The Collegian, 
I wouldn’t have discovered 
my interest in journalism and 
television.
I got involved in many school 
activities thanks to working here. 
I became a Scorpiontation Leader, 
Scorpion Ambassador, student 
representative on the Tuition and 
Fee Policy Advisory Committee 
for 2008-10 and hosted the annual 
Noche de Estrellas talent show 
three times. 
UTB/TSC: Thank you for letting 
me be a voice for the students, 
especially for the international 
students.
I met people every day at The 
Collegian. There was no room for 
being shy.
Thanks to all the people I 
interviewed. Thank you for your 
time and for believing in The 
Collegian.
Azenett, I will never stop 
thanking you for everything I’ve 
learned. I’ve grown professionally 
thanks to you. You can’t learn in 
any class what you learn working 
here. I can’t imagine what The 
Collegian would be without you. 
You know everything, and if you 
don’t, you find out.
Anita, you were always there. 
Thanks for listening to my funny 
adventures.  
To the ones who are staying: 
Fabi, Juli, Boon-Boon-Boon, 
Michael, Lizzy, Luciana, Jimena, 
Roxy and the rest. I know you 
will make The Collegian succeed! 
Have patience on Thursday nights 
and don’t forget to laugh. That will 
make your days better. Oh, and 
please continue with the tradition 
of Spanish Thursdays.
To the ones who already left: Isis, 
Diego, Andrea Barthel, Michelle, 
Luis, Paola, Andrea Figueroa, 
Carlos, Eric, Enrique, Matthew, 
Marie, Jose Luis, Linet and Leslie. 
I still miss you. Thanks for making 
my journey at The Collegian worth 
it. You all made a difference in my 
life.
To the ones who are graduating 
with me: Hugo, Mayra and 
Fernanda. I wish you the best of 
luck. Not even the economy will 
stop you from finding a great job. 
You deserve it!
To the ones who made my life as 
a student easier: Aragelia Salazar, 
Irma Pacheco, Irma Peña and so 
many others. Thanks for your help, 
support and expertise.
To my business and 
communication professors: 
Thanks for guiding me in the right 
direction.
If I neglected to mention you in 
this column, but helped me--thank 
you so much!
To the ones who will be working 
here in the future: Please take 
advantage of working here. You 
can’t imagine how much you can 
learn. You won’t be the same person 
after working at The Collegian.
And finally, to my parents 
and family: Thanks for your 
unconditional support and love, for 
helping me become who I am.
I’m leaving, but The Collegian 
and UTB/TSC will always be in 
my heart.
Goodbye!
“I am thankful for my family 













they’ve been with me.”
Jessica Vallejo
Freshman nursing major
“I’m thankful for my family, no 
matter what, 
b e c a u s e 
t h e y ’ r e 
a l w a y s 
there for 
me. No 
m a t t e r 












of life also 












s c h o o l . 
S o m e 
p e o p l e 
can’t do 
that. I’m 
b l e s s e d 
enough to have 
the means to come here.”
Pablo Martinez 
Freshman history major
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
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By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor
Join 




In the Nov. 2 issue of The Collegian, a photo accompanying 
a story headlined “Fair brings smiles to children” misidentified 
Angel Martinez as Carlos Salazar.
A caption accompanying a photo in the Nov. 16 issue of 
The Collegian misspelled the name of University of Texas-Pan 
American President Robert Nelsen.
Three science majors presented their work at 
the 2009 Regional Undergraduate Chemistry 
Symposium, held Oct. 24 at Rice University.
Sophomore biology major Eric Garza, 
junior chemistry major Joe Lara and senior 
chemistry major July Enriquez were three of 
about 35 students who presented their work 
at the conference. Attendees were also given 
a sneak peek of groundbreaking research by 
Rice University faculty. 
“We got to see some top-of-the-line, new 
nanotube research that hadn’t been presented,” 
Garza said. “It’s basically a flat, thin layer of 
carbon, rolled into tubes and it can be used for 
all sorts of things.”
Lara added, “Those carbon nanotubes have a 
very good tensile strength that they are 50 times 
stronger than steel. They also have a very good 
electrical conductivity and they are also very 
flexible, too. … You can have a 1-nanometer-
wide nanotube that is 2 meters long.”
Lara’s presentation, “Detection of Gallic 
Acid, Ferrulic Acid and Quercitin in Texas 
Ebony Seeds Via Reverse Phase HPLC,” 
garnered a second-place award.
“I was testing for three types of phenomes, 
compounds that contain alcohol,” he said. 
“Those are known to be helpful for diabetic 
patients, whatever treatment you can find. I was 
looking for those three types of compounds in 
… Texas ebony tree seeds, which people have 
a common belief is a folk remedy. … What I 
found in my sample seeds is we have at least 
two of those phenomic compounds.”
Garza’s work, titled “Analysis of Sage 
(Salvia officinalis) and Dandelion (Taraxacum 
officinale) Using Biochemical Techniques,” 
also analyzed local plants that are thought to 
have curative properties. 
“I was really just doing an analysis, like 
sugar, carbohydrates, protein, so I was just 
analyzing that in sage and dandelion,” he said.
Enriquez, whose presentation was titled 
“Spatial Distribution of Fluoride in Freshwater 
and Seawater of the South Texas Rivers, Bays 
Viewpoint/on CampusThe Collegian November 30, 2009 • Page 5
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It’s strange knowing that in just a few weeks, 
I will no longer be working at The Collegian. 
I’m normally verbose when it comes to my 
articles, but for once, I cannot seem to find the 
words to describe my experience.
How could I realistically describe three full 
years of working here? Three years in which 
I’ve run the entire gauntlet of human emotion 
just by working here, with a group of co-
workers that became more than friends--they 
became family.
This family has created (and will keep 
creating) this wonderful product. It may be 
thankless sometimes, and we’ve got our 
fair share of critics, but someone’s got to do 
this job, and that’s us. I’m proud to say that I 
contributed to this newspaper. A newspaper 
that is, and will always be, the students’ voice 
in this institution.
 I still remember my first story, a “Welcome 
Week” piece in Fall 2006 that had to be 
dismembered a couple of times before it was 
even remotely press-worthy. But, it’s been a 
learning experience, and I’m still learning. 
I’ve investigated, I’ve shot photos and video, 
I’ve anchored news, I’ve copy-edited, I’ve 
translated, I’ve followed candidates on the 
campaign and now, I’m following the sports 
teams around. There’s a part of me (and there’s 
a part of all of us here) in every issue that we 
put out.
If I could thank everyone that’s made a 
difference to me in this job these past three 
years, I’d take up the rest of the pages in this 
issue, so I’ll keep it as brief as possible.
To Azenett, our fearless leader and one of 
the hardest-working staff at UTB/TSC, thanks 
for pushing us to better ourselves, not just 
as reporters, but also as students and people 
through all these years.
Anita, the backbone of The Collegian, 
without you, none of us would make it to 
appointments on time.
Roxy, my best friend at work, off work and 






y e t - h i l a r i o u s 
disagreements, 
you’ve managed 
to do an awesome 
job as the chief. 
When the zombie 
apocalypse comes, 
it will be good to have you at my side.
A toast to the new veterans: Liz, our talented 
photographer-in-chief; Fabis, our fierce star 
reporter who will always go the distance for 
any of her stories; Mike, friend and valuable 
companion in off-campus shenanigans and 
misadventures; Boon, thought-provoking copy 
editor extraordinaire; and the double-trouble, 
Cynthia and David. You’re the veterans now, 
follow our examples and learn from our 
mistakes. Stand behind this paper with pride. 
Become leaders.
To the new blood, it’s been great knowing 
the lot of you in this short semester; keep up 
the good work. You’ll learn that creating this 
paper takes sacrifice, but the end result is 
always worth it.
To those that have gone before: Carlos, 
Connor, Jason, Isis, Michell, Sonny my hat 
will always be off to you.
To my fellow graduates: Graciela, Mayra 
and Ferni, it was awesome working with you.
I’ll be graduating this semester with a 
bachelor of arts in history and communication, 
so I have to thank those professors who 
helped me get there: Langerbein, Britten, 
Adams, Fisher and Joseph from the History 
Department and Wasike, Falk and Strong 
in the Communication Department. Thanks 
for keeping class consistently fun and 
challenging. 
Finally, to my own parents and my brother, 
who have always been the wind beneath my 
wings, this one’s for you.
It’s time to fly.
The Eagle’s flight
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor
L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r
Farewell, UTB/TSC
I’ve spent most of this semester trying 
to oust Student Government Association 
President Ruby de la Fuente; many have come 
to assume that my motivation was to become 
president. The truth of the matter is that I will 
be graduating this semester, so how could 
that be my motivation? I truly believe that the 
students of UTB/TSC are not and will not be 
effectively served under the current president; 
however, the advisers of SGA from the spring 
disagreed. The spring election for officers 
of the 2009-2010 SGA was manipulated to 
exclude Dual Enrollment students, who as per 
UTB/TSC’s Web site “are college students.”
I have brought forth a resolution asking that 
an internal audit be conducted because as of 
this date, no student has seen the results of 
that election, maybe with the exception of the 
elections commissioner, current SGA Vice 
President of Historical Archives Rosa Law. 
Transparency is a fundamental principle of 
any government, and the election that placed 
de la Fuente in office was everything except 
transparent.
The senate has unsuccessfully tried to 
impeach the president, the senate has called for 
the resignation of the president; it is the duty of 
the senate and we will not stop until we prove 
that the election that placed this president in 
office was fraudulent. The resolve: immediate 
resignation of the president, all appointments 
made by her reversed, leaving three vice 
presidents and five freshman senators.
Most of you probably don’t realize that 
SGA has a budget of more than $30,000 
funded through your fees; I find this ludicrous. 
The SGA spends your monies on ridiculous 
events, and pays its top two officers and a 
clerk (I’ve refused such payment). Nowhere 
does the constitution provide that SGA can 
spend your money, as it shouldn’t. How many 
would serve simply to serve?
Furthermore, the days of the self-preserving 
culture set forth by the administration must 
come to an end. How long will we, the students 
and taxpayers, allow for the manipulation of 
enrollment numbers and graduation rates, and 
more importantly, overcrowded classrooms 
taught by underpaid professors--how long? 
The SGA could be the vehicle to bring forth 
much needed reforms to this institution, 
if students ever realize the true purpose of 
student government and get involved.
David Polin
SGA Vice President of Administration
Leaders are made, not born
“Most important, leaders can conceive and 
articulate goals that lift people out of their pet-
ty preoccupations and unite them in pursuit of 
objectives worthy of their best efforts.”--John 
Gardner
What Gardner is telling us is that true lead-
ers have visions and goals for the future and 
can inspire others to put forth extraordinary 
effort in order to achieve those goals, putting 
aside mundane and trivial pursuits in favor of 
a higher calling. It is never about “self,” it is 
about others. 
Leadership includes such qualities as vi-
sion, self-discipline, integrity, humility and 
a sense of humor.  These qualities are some-
times naturally present, but may also be nur-
tured and developed. Our university presents 
many avenues through which we, the stu-
dents, are given the opportunity to explore 
our potential as leaders and develop skills and 
attributes valuable to our individual futures, 
while learning to serve others.
Although I write to you as a student, I have 
served four semesters as an SGA Supreme 
Court justice and would like to encourage 
you to take a new look at this organization 
and consider becoming involved. I’m sure 
that the student body has been aware of the 
schism that has existed for at least the last 
two semesters within this organization and 
has questioned the viability of its existence. 
Indeed, for my part, I have been ashamed of 
the behavior exhibited and would encourage 
the current and future leadership to rise above 
“petty preoccupations” and be the examples 
they have been called to be. With leadership 
comes great responsibility, and yet an entire 
semester has been wasted on irresponsible ac-
tions and selfish motivation.
Thankfully, Spring 2010 will be a new op-
portunity to prove that the SGA is an organi-
zation “worthy of their best efforts.”
There have been many letters written to the 
paper with scathing comments and recrimina-
tions against others. It has always been my 
opinion that, while chastisement has its place, 
the best way to get people to change or to fol-
low is by encouragement. Therefore, I would 
like to challenge the members of the SGA, 
indeed the members of any UTB/TSC orga-
nization, to accept the responsibility of lead-
ership and execute that position with integrity 
and humility. Learn self-discipline so that you 
may conduct yourself with dignity when con-
fronting difficult situations. Develop a sense 
of humor and laugh at yourself more than at 
others (humor can often diffuse a tense situa-
tion). Be very careful about pointing fingers 
at others, lest you look more a fool than they. 
Leaders are not born; they are made through 
hard work and dedication to their vision for 
the future. Rosalyn Carter said, “A leader 
takes people where they want to go. A great 
leader takes people where they don’t neces-
sarily want to go but ought to be.” And Win-
ston Churchill said, “The price of greatness is 
responsibility.”
I have heard many students complain about 
the discord in SGA and yet only an extremely 
tiny fraction (less than .001 percent) have of-
fered to get involved. If you are not part of the 
solution, you are part of the problem. Indiffer-
ence and apathy are your enemies if you hope 
to achieve anything valuable in your life. Pos-
itive change can only occur when people are 
motivated enough to get involved. Don’t be 
a spectator in this “game” of life; no one re-
maining on the sidelines ever scored the win-





I just wanted to take a moment to let the 
campus community know that effective 
Dec. 1, the prices of Coca-Cola products in 
the vending machines will increase to $1.25. 
This increase is due to the increase in costs 
of delivering products to and maintaining 
our vending machines on campus.
If you have any questions about this or 
any issue regarding vending, please feel 
free to contact me at douglas.stoves@utb.
edu.
Douglas Stoves
Director of Residential Life 
and Student Union




Sophomore biology major Eric Garza (from left), 
senior chemistry major July Enriquez and junior 
chemistry major Joe Lara attended the 2009 Regional 
Undergraduate Chemistry Symposium on Oct. 24.
Following are among the incidents 
reported by Campus Police between 
Nov.9 and 15.
At 9:45 a.m. Nov. 9, a man was 
reported for causing disruptions 
in the Financial Assistance Office 
numerous times. Campus Police 
asked the man to leave campus, and 
he complied.
At 10:06 a.m. the same day, a 
student fell down the stairs in Eidman 
Hall.
At 11:24 p.m. the same day, a 
student parked in a handicapped 
parking space Lot AB with a 
handicap placard that was not issued 
to her. She was issued a municipal 
parking citation and the placard was 
confiscated and sent to the Texas 
Department of Transportation.
At 1:24 p.m. the same day, a staff 
member fell in Gorgas Hall.
At 5:55 p.m. the same day, a staff 
member reported that she mistakenly 
unlocked someone else’s vehicle 
with her keys.
At 10:22 a.m. Nov. 10, a Campus 
Police officer was dispatched to 
the Fort Brown Memorial Golf 
Course to investigate the burglary 
of a rented Chevrolet Suburban. 
--Compiled by Cynthia Hernandez
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Philly’s Americana Cheesesteaks/ 
Sports Bar now accepting résumés               
for wait staff/cooks. 554-7000   
2155 N. Expressway Suite.G, Brownsville
Help Wanted
Volunteer training 
Friendship of Women Inc. seeks 
volunteers for a training program 
for the following classes: child 
abuse prevention, hospital and law 
enforcement, responding to domestic 
violence and sexual assault calls, 
dynamics of family violence and 
sexual assault and office clerical. The 
training will be from 4:30 to 8 p.m. 
today through Friday at 30 Business 
Dr. in Brownsville (behind Christy’s 
Cake Shop). For more information, 
call Sandy Cuevas at 544-7412.
Free Scantrons
The Student Government 
Association is giving Scantrons 
to students. The Scantrons are 
available at the Reading Lab in the 
Learning Enrichment Center, located 
in Cardenas Hall North. For more 
information, call the SGA office at 
882-5877 or e-mail sga@utb.edu.
Study Skills workshop
The Student Success Center will 
present a Study Skills workshop titled 
“Test Anxiety/Test Preparation” 
from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. Thursday in 
Cardenas Hall South 122. For more 
information, call the Student Success 
Center at 882-8292. 
The Learning Enrichment 
Center will present the following 
Study Skills workshop this week in 
Cardenas Hall North 104: “Preparing 
for a Math Final Exam,” from 1 to 
2 p.m. today, and “Preparing for 
Final Exams,” from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday. For more information, call 
the Learning Enrichment Center at 
882-8208.
SGA meeting
The Student Government 
Association meets at 5 p.m. 
Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia. Students may offer 
suggestions, comments or concerns 
about UTB/TSC during the “Let 
Your Voice Be Heard” portion of 
the meeting. For more information, 
call SGA President Ruby de la 
Fuente at 882-5877.
Toy drives
UTB/TSC’s Business Affairs 
Division is collecting new, unwrapped 
toys through Dec. 14 for children 
ages 3 to 5 who attend Bruce Aiken 
Elementary School. Collection 
sites are as follows: Cardenas Hall 
North 122, Cardenas Hall South 
246, SET-B 2.342, Education and 
Business Complex 1.102 and 2.504, 
Fort Brown Memorial Center, 
International Technology, Education 
and Commerce Center E102 and 
C300, Oliveira Library 230, New 
Library 1.04, Life and Health Sciences 
2.402, Old Education Building lobby, 
Physical Plant, REK Center lobby, 
Provost Office-Commandant’s 
Quarter, Tandy 100 and Gorgas Hall 
(vice president’s office). For more 
information, call 882-7945.
The Brownsville Police 
Department will conduct a toy 
drive through Dec. 18. Donors may 
take new, unwrapped toys to any 
Walgreens pharmacy in the city. For 
more information, call the department 
at 548-7050.
ROTC training course
The Army ROTC sponsors the 
Leader’s Training Course each 
summer at Fort Knox, Ky. The four-
week training program is designed 
for college sophomores and graduate 
students who have two years 
remaining to complete their degree 
and want to join the ROTC. Besides 
the training, the internship includes 
$750 for attendance and $5,000 if 
participants decide to contract with 
the ROTC at UTB/TSC. For more 
information, contact CPT Eva 
Bratschi at 358-4225 or at rotc@utb.
edu
Jingle Bell Jaunt
The Campus Recreation 
Department will sponsor the second 
annual Jingle Bell Jaunt, a 5K run/
walk at 8 a.m. Saturday at the REK 
Center. All runners and volunteers 
are encouraged to dress in the spirit 
of the season.  For more information, 
call 882-5967.
Barry Horn tribute concert
“A Steinway Concert: A Tribute 
to Barry T. Horn” will take place at 
7 tonight in the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
Faculty and students will perform 
on UTB/TSC’s Steinway piano, 
which was purchased with funds 
Horn helped raise. Many students 
benefit today from scholarships and 
endowments he helped to create. 
Admission to the concert is free, 
but gifts to the Barry T. Horn 
Endowment for the Arts will be 
accepted. For more information, call 
882-4322.
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
cited interpretation No. 8, section 
A, of the SGA constitution in its 
decision, stating: “The president of 
SGA reserves the right to ‘invite’ 
the media and/or student body to 
attend special meetings subject to 
discretionary protocol.”
De la Fuente also was accused 
of interfering with the separation 
of powers because she chaired the 
“secret” meetings. However, the 
court stated, based on interpretation 
No. 8, section C, of the constitution, 
that the meetings she held are 
considered analogous to Executive 
Board meetings, so the SGA 
president had the authority to chair 
the meeting. 
For the third accusation, 
attempting to appoint graduate 
student John Froozan as vice 
president of administration although 
he did not meet the qualifications 
for the position, the court cited 
the constitution, stating that the 
advisers, “rather than the president 
… establishes eligibility.” 
The fourth accusation, that de la 
Fuente monopolized power by not 
respecting the separation of powers, 
was dismissed by the response given 
for the second accusation.
Overall, the court determined 
that the accusations could not 
be supported and suggested the 
SGA “amend [the] poorly written 
document,” referring to the 
constitution.  
In closing, the members of the 
court stated they hope they have 
seen an end “of this nonsense.” 
“The thought of impeaching a 
person based on this mess that is 
the SGA Constitution is laughable,” 
Justices David L. Smith and Enrique 
de la Garza wrote. “The only charges 
that can be proven are those that are 
specifically stated in this document. 
The attempt to use a ‘high crimes’ 
clause is laughable. If there are 
issues with the SGA Constitution, it 
is the job of the senate to fix them. 
This is not a job for the court.”
Polin has a different opinion. 
He contends that although there 
had been a revision in the works 
since last spring and suggestions 
from current senators to revise the 
constitution, the final product should 
be that of combined effort. 
“In reality, I think the Supreme 
Court Justices and government 
professors … there should be various 
inputs,” he said. “It shouldn’t just be 
senators.”
Impeach
Continued from Page 1
Zavaleta said the total aggregate 
increase is $280 per academic 
year and noted that the proposed 
designated tuition meets that quota 
alone.
Lewis said “rolling back” the 
proposed rate in designated tuition 
would also result in the reduction 
of scholarship money. He said the 
only place for a buffer is in salary 
increases for faculty and staff.
Original proposals for incidental 
fees have been scaled back since 
the tuition and fee policy committee 
meeting and fee presentation budget 
overview held Nov. 10. 
During that meeting, 26 incidental fee 
requests were presented, including 
new fees and increases in existing 
fees. 
On Tuesday, 24 incidental fees 
were presented, according to the 
current draft of proposals.
According to the draft, the proposed 
incidental fees, compulsory fees and 
designated tuition requests combined 
reflect an increase of $10.89 per 
semester credit hour, which is over 
the cap by $1.56. During the Nov. 
10 meeting, the summary was over 
the cap by $9.46 per semester credit 
hour. 
Mari Fuentes-Martin, associate 
vice president for Student Affairs 
and dean of students, presented the 
proposed $2 increase--which is per 
head count--in the medical services 
fee. It is a compulsory fee, which 
is assessed to all students, and is 
estimated to generate $67,486 in 
additional revenue. The increase is a 
total of 23 cents per semester credit 
hour.
Fuentes-Martin said the medical 
services fee is the sole source of 
funding for the Student Health 
Services Department. She said the 
drop in enrollment has resulted in 
the elimination of a maintenance and 
operation budget for the department.
“It has required us to basically 
eliminate our maintenance and 
operations and a full-time position,” 
Fuentes-Martin said. “So, being 
hopeful that enrollment is increasing, 
I don’t know what benefits we have 
this semester, of course, because we 
haven’t gotten real dollar [figures]; 
we are still sticking with the budget 
that we got.”
She noted, however, that the fee 
had accumulated a fund balance 
of about $80,000, but said the 
department only requests small 
amounts of transfers to cover the cost 
of supplies.
Chip Dameron, vice president 
• See, ‘Fee,’ next page
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jor, has been 
accepted into 
the New York Times Student Jour-
nalism Institute. 
Morales will attend the institute 
Jan. 2-13 in Tucson. She is the sec-
ond Collegian staff member to be 
selected for the program. Elizabeth 
Perez, also a photographer, attended 
the training program in 2008.
Participants in the institute work 
with writers, editors, designers 
and photographers from New York 
Times, the Boston Globe and Times 
Company regional papers in a news-
room environment, according to the 
program’s Web site. 
Twenty-two students from such 
universities as the Columbia Jour-
nalism School, Arizona State Uni-
versity, the University of California 
at Berkeley, Kent State University 
and Syracuse University also were 
selected for the program.
Collegian photographer to attend 
NYT Student Journalism Institute
Luciana Morales
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When the relocated and expanded A’GACI clothing store 
opened on Nov. 14, waiting in line outside were more than 
300 people, eager to start shopping.
The first 200 shoppers were rewarded with gift cards 
ranging from $5 to $100.
Every hour, the store conducted drawings for a free, on-
the-spot, head-to-toe makeover.
The store is located in Sunrise Mall next to Sears. Its 
expansion and new location will attract more shoppers than 
before, said Amy Barrera, co-manager for the Mercedes 
A’GACI store.
“[It’s] a lot bigger and now A’GACI and O’SHOES are 
combined; it’s [easier to shop] for customers,” Barrera 
said.
A’GACI and O’SHOES is a one-stop shop for clothing, 
shoes and accessories for any occasion. You can find 
anything, from the latest styles of party dresses and 
handbags to shoes, jeans and T-shirts. Prices range from 
$3 to $15 for accessories, $7.50 to $22 for tops, $9.50 
to $29.50 for bottoms, $19.50 to $36.50 for dresses and 
$10.50 to $32.50 for shoes.
“I tell everybody for every occasion, a party or club wear 
or anything like that, A’GACI has really good clothes, a 
wide selection and … it’s really affordable,” shopper Elisa 
Perez said.
The new A’GACI entrance is accessible from the mall’s 
parking lot. The store has been in Sunrise Mall for nine 
years. There are 40 stores nationwide and more than 10 
stores will open next year.
“The company is growing so much that they decided 
to expand here because it’s close to the border and more 
people come in,” Barrera said.
Among some of the shoppers was Frida Ruvalcaba, of 
Matamoros, Mexico.
“The clothes are pretty,” Ruvalcaba said in Spanish. 
“I like buying evening attire that is elegant or shiny. The 
shoes are cool and everything is in fashion.”
A’GACI’s employees can help pick out clothes for the 
customer and put together outfits for them. 
“We try to do a one-on-one with the customers and help 
every customer that comes in, and get to know them, create 
outfits for them and have them have a good experience 
here,” Barrera said.
Throughout the store there were many workers helping 
out customers, including one man dressed as a harlequin, 
on stilts, and music was played.
A’GACI is open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and from noon to 7 p.m. Sunday. You can also 
shop A’GACI online at http://www.agacistore.com.
Hundreds shop at expanded A’GACI
By Deidre Chaisson
Staff Writer
A’GACI employee Juan Castillo Robledo uses stilts to help customer 
Arianna Ramirez. 
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian Photos
Customers wait in line to try on outfits in the A’GACI dressing room.A’GACI reopened its doors Nov. 14 at its new location next to Sears in Sunrise Mall.
It was Jocelyn Puga’s first time to volunteer for “the 
cause.”
“The cause” was 
H-E-B’s 17th annual 
Feast of Sharing, 
held Nov. 18 in 
the Jacob Brown 
Auditorium.
“Not a lot of 
people get to enjoy 
hot meals every 
Thanksgiving and 
this is a great way 
to do it,” said Puga, 
a member of the 
Family Career 
and Community 
Leaders of America 
(FCCLA) club at 
Rivera High School.




together for a free 
Thanksgiving meal.
H-E-B Food 
Stores Inc. sponsors 
the Feast of Sharing in several cities in Texas and 
Mexico.
“An estimated 10,000 [people] attended this year,” said 
Joe Lucio, an H-E-B store director.
About 1,000 volunteers came out to help and serve 
food, which included turkey, stuffing, vegetables, bread, 
mashed potatoes, cranberries, pumpkin pie and soft 
drinks.
“[The feast] is a great opportunity for the community to 
come together and celebrate the day that is coming forth. 
… Today is a happy day for everyone,” said freshman 
kinesiology major Mary Castillo, who brought her mother 
and daughter. 




started showing up 
at the Jacob Brown 
Auditorium at 6:30 
a.m. The event began 
at 11 a.m. and ended 
at 3 p.m.
B r o w n s v i l l e 
resident Frank Galvan 
said he is grateful for 
H-E-B’s generosity 
toward residents.
“It gives us great 
pleasure that every 
year H-E-B provides 
a Thanksgiving meal 





people danced to 
live music from the 
McAllen band Electro 
Man. Also outside 
was the line to get inside the auditorium.
Volunteers were kept busy serving people as much 
food as they wanted. Students from different high schools 
helped as volunteers, including the Rivera High School’s 
Family Science and Nutritious class, sponsored by 
Jeannette Ruiz.
Michael De La Madrid, a Rivera senior and Family 
Career and Community Leaders of America member, 
said, “H-E-B is giving back to the people and the people 
that don’t have food. … It’s nice.”
A meal worth the wait
By Deidre Chaisson
Staff Writer
H-E-B employee Bea Lopez directs people to tables during the Feast of Sharing, 
held Nov. 18 in the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
for Academic Affairs, asked why the department could not use the fund 
balance to cover any existing costs for the first half of the biennium.
Lewis said the department could use the existing fund balance, but 
warned that the department cannot “budget a deficit.” 
Dameron pointed out that $80,000 is a lot of money to keep in reserve.
“The point is that [fees] are supposed to be used for what the students 
are paying them for and they are sort of supposed to be used up as we go 
along,” he said.
Emma Miller, assistant director for the office of Scheduling and Course 
Inventory, presented the proposed technology fee, which is a compulsory 
fee.
The computer access fee and the automation fee will be consolidated 
into $17.36 per semester credit hour and will then be proposed to increase 
by $1, generating a total of $245,881 in revenue. Miller said the department 
would still be “in the red” even if the $1 increase was approved.
Charles Lackey, dean of Graduate Studies, asked to postpone the 
implementation of the proposed $7.50-per-semester-credit-hour increase 
in graduate tuition differential until 2011. 
Lackey said the increase will be used to hire more graduate assistants, 
but is “comfortable” postponing the request because of the proposed 
increase in designated tuition.
“I’ve recognized with the proposal to increase the undergraduate tuition 
by $9.33 that the graduate tuition differential increase will be on top of 
that, so that the net effect on graduate students [is] …close to [an] 8 percent 
tuition increase,” he said.
The increase would generate an estimated $84,203. 
Lackey scrubbed the $10 increase request for the late application fee 
over concern that it might have a negative impact on enrollment.
Zelma Mata, an associate professor and chair of the Health and Human 
Performance Department, made an additional request for a new incidental 
fee. The department is proposing a $20 exercise and human performance 
lab fee. 
Rafael Otero, interim dean of the School of Business, proposed a $20 
fee that would be charged every semester to declared business majors. 
Otero said the fee would be used to fund a grant writer for the school and 
noted that they were the only school that did not have a grant writer. In 
addition to the new request, the school is requesting to delete the current 
$50 admission fee. Altogether, Otero said, the requests would generate an 
estimated $4,200 in additional revenue.
Fee 
Continued from previous page
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Eight thousand candles were lit on Nov. 14 
across the Resaca de la Palma Battlefield in 
remembrance of the U.S. and Mexican troops 
who fought in battlefields near the Rio Grande.
“We weren’t trying to get just people that 
died,” said Doug Murphy, a historian for the 
National Park Service. “We just wanted to get 
everyone that served here to kind of tie it into 
Veterans Day weekend, and things like that.”
The soldiers honored included those who 
served in the Siege of Fort Texas (March 27, 
1846), Battle of Palo Alto (May 8, 1846) and 
Battle of Resaca de la Palma (May 9, 1846), all 
of which resulted in American victories. The 
battles stemmed from the U.S. annexation of 
Texas. 
“There was no one battle that had 8,000 
soldiers, but there [were] 8,000 people involved 
altogether,” Murphy said.
Hundreds of people turned out, including 
students of all ages, and families.
Andrea Solis, a junior at the South Texas 
High School for Health Professions, also 
known as Med High, attended the event as a 
volunteer, along with 25 other classmates and 
10 teachers.
“We are coming to learn about the history 
and just to help out,” Solis said. “It feels really 
good. … It was a good experience.”
On one side of the battlefield, re-enactors 
wearing attire from the 1800s were lined up, 
telling stories of the battles as they gathered 
around a camp fire.
Jack Ayoub, a Harlingen resident who 
graduated from Texas Southmost College 
in 1971, appreciated the re-enactment of the 
historic battles.
“Being able to walk here and look at them 
sets me back in time, realizing what really 
happened in the Mexican-American War, the 
Resaca de la Palma, looking at the American 
soldiers, looking at the Mexican soldados, 
looking at what actually happened,” Ayoub 
said. “We came from Harlingen, and I’m glad 
we’re here to be a part of this great event.”
Ayoub was born and raised in San Benito. 
Last year he hosted a Texas Independence Day 
celebration and is hoping to host the second on 
Feb. 26 and 27. 
“This year, we’re planning to have the 
second San Benito Texas Independence Day 
celebration,” he said. “I wanted to be here 
to talk to all these re-enactors, especially the 
soldados, invite them to come over to San 
Benito [and] be part of a Texas Independence 
Day celebration.”
As the sun set, the candles inside the brown 
paper bags illuminated the battlefield.
Faculty, Students, Staff!
$400 per month/$49 per day 
www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
•Furnished, large rooms, 





•$500 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month 
  agreement
•All utilities paid 
  (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 
  8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(off 12th St.)
Battles brought to light
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
Eight thousand candles illuminate Resaca de la Palma Battlefield in honor of American and Mexican soldiers 
who participated in the Battle of Palo Alto in 1846.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
A UTB/TSC student has gained early 
acceptance to the University of Texas School 
of Law.
Jason Rios, a senior government major, said 
his preparation to get into law school began 
in January.
“I began studying for the [Law School 
Admission Test] back then and I was taking 
an internship at the time,” Rios said. “While 
I was up there, I would use my free time to 
study.” 
During the spring semester, Rios did 
an internship with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in Washington, D.C.
His internship was sponsored by the Hispanic 
Association of Colleges and Universities.
Aside from being an intern, Rios was 
“unofficially” a legislative liaison for the 
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service Legislative Public Affairs Office.
“It’s a long 
name,” he said. 
“My duties 
e s s e n t i a l l y 
i n c l u d e d 
p r e p a r i n g 
l e g i s l a t i v e 
s u m m a r i e s 
and preparing 
u p p e r - l e v e l 
administration 
before they 
testified in front 
of Congress.”
Rios also 
participated in the 
Filemon B. Vela Pre-Law Academy in June as 
preparation for law school.
“Karen Betancourt provided us with a vast 
variety and amount of resources, which really 
contributed to my preparation,” he said of 
the assistant master technical instructor for 
the university’s legal studies program. “The 
academy also sponsors an LSAT preparation 
course … and I felt that was very beneficial.”
Rios said a culmination of factors played a 
part in his decision to attend law school.
“My family has faced much adversity and 
there have been people in the legal community 
who helped us get through that adversity,” he 
said. “Those people motivated me to pursue a 
legal career.”
Rios wanted to attend a law school in Texas 
and  said UT has always been his first choice.
“Ideally, I wanted to stay in Texas, so every 
school that I applied to, with the exception of 
a few, were all in Texas,” he said. “I want to 
practice in Texas, so it makes sense to go to 
law school in Texas.”
He plans to pursue a legal specialization in 
international human rights.
“UT has multiple excellent clinics that 
specialize in human rights, and I’d like to go 
ahead and test those out once I’m at UT and 
see if I actually enjoy it,” said Rios, who is a 
former editor of The Collegian Online.
He said his return to the Valley after law 
school will depend upon the availability of 
law firm openings.
“I don’t know whether law firms down here 
will be hiring, so it all depends, I guess, on the 
economic climate and I guess the openings 
that are down here,” Rios said. “But preferably 
wherever I can get a job which I enjoy is where 
I’ll work.”
Rios, who graduates from UTB/TSC in 
May and starts law school next fall, advises 
students who are seeking to get into law 
school not to underestimate the importance of 
the LSAT and maintaining a high grade-point 
average.
“Whether or not you write an incredible 
personal statement, if you don’t have the 
numbers, you’re going to have everything 
working against you,” he said. “So my advice 
is, prepare heavily for the LSAT, unlike any 
test you have before, and have multiple people 
read your personal statement before you send 
it off.”
Government major accepted to UT law school
By Jeanette Martinez
Staff Writer
From Scorpion to Longhorn
Jason Rios
and the paved parking lot cost would total.
Pearson replied, “Lighting is approximately 
$100, 000 and the parking lot is probably on the 
near side of $100,000.”
Torres also suggested the board look into 
making repairs to the Manuel B. Garza gym.
Also, the board approved the guaranteed 
maximum price of $2,444,524 from Skanska 
USA as the contractor for renovations of the Ar-
nulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library.
Schematic designs of the library were shown 
and approved during the board’s meeting held 
Sept. 30.
Mendez said completion of the library is 
scheduled for June 2010.
The board discussed the building of a mural 
to be displayed on the façade of the main en-
trance of the New Library.
The contract was awarded to Broaddus & As-
sociates in the amount of $657, 088. Designs of 
the mural were approved by the board Nov. 20, 
2008.
Pearson said funding comes from a $200,000 
donation from James Broaddus, founder and 
CEO of Broaddus & Associates, as well as 
money from UTB’s budget.
Torres told the board he did not agree with the 
amount of money allocated for the mural.
“There are other projects on campus that de-
serve monies, there’s [other] priorities,” he said. 
“Just for the record, I want to reflect that I do not 
agree with this project.”
Torres also asked why the matter was not an 
action item on the agenda.
Pearson replied that the district was not asking 
trustees to allocate additional funds for the proj-
Board
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Torres also asked why the matter was not an 
action item on the agenda.
Pearson replied that the district was not 
asking trustees to allocate additional funds 
for the project. He said the project’s design 
was approved a year ago, and its funding well 
before that.
“Additional funding had been secured 
through a very generous gift of over $200,000 
from Dr. [James] Broaddus and additional 
funding had been found from the UTB side of 
our institutional house, so it’s not necessary to 
use any additional district funds for the project,” 
Pearson said. 
Oliveira said the university always 
incorporates art into its buildings.
“I think that’s why a lot of our buildings are 
so unique and special,” he said. “It is a lot of 
money, but staff did a great job on [lowering the 
cost].”
The Collegian has filed a public information 
request for documents related to the mural from 
the Office of Planning and Construction.
The board passed a motion to accept the 
substantial completion of the Center for Early 
Childhood Studies.
The 16,802-square-foot center includes 
an administration building, a multipurpose 
and art room, a nurse station, fully equipped 
commercial kitchen, three faculty offices and a 
teachers’ resource lounge. The facility also has 
four casitas, or classrooms, three observation 
rooms, an equipped playground area and a 
natural playground area in the back.
Total cost of the center was $5,196,585.
Mendez said the center is accepting 
registration applications and classes will begin 
Jan. 4, 2010.
García said The Raul J. Guerra Childhood 
Center will remain in operation, accepting 
children up to 3 years old.
The board also made a motion to approve 
completion of the Arts Center. The center is 
a 57,673-square-foot facility that includes an 
800-seat recital hall, two medium and one large 
rehearsal rooms and five teaching studios. 
“This one, you’ve got to see to believe it,” 
Trustee Gonzalez said.
The total construction cost of the center was 
$26,067,957.
Allan Peakes, assistant vice president for 
Facility Services, announced that UTB/TSC has 
received the Professional Grounds Maintenance 
Society Award in the urban university grounds 
category. 
Pearson said the university has emphasized 
important landscaping elements such 
as “creating open spaces that encourage 
interpersonal exchanges, establishing a sense 
of campus identity through landscaping themes 
that are unique to our campus and our region, in 
particular the use of native plants.”
He also announced that TSC District has 
received its second certificate of achievement 
for Excellence in Financial Reporting.
“It is important to note that the submission 
and completion of this report took the support, 
time and effort of many,” said Melba Sanchez, 
assistant vice president for the TSC Office of 
Finance.
The board also recognized Richard and Elka 
Jaross for their donation to the Arts Center, 
naming Box E on the first floor of the center as 
the “Richard and Elka Jaross Box.” 
The board approved a resolution supporting 
the Big Read Program. The National 
Endowment for the Arts has awarded a $20,000 
grant to UTB/TSC in support of the program 
to restore the importance of reading throughout 
Brownsville and Matamoros, Tamaulipas, 
Mexico.
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This semester’s Leadership Ring Ceremony 
will recognize 65 students, who will dip their 
hands in the traditional blue dye at 5 p.m. Friday 
in the Student Union’s Gran Salon.
The rings will be presented by UTB/TSC 
President Juliet V. García, who will also deliver 
the keynote address. 
“We started the ring ceremony tradition about 
five years ago,” said Mari-Fuentes Martin, dean 
of students and associate vice president for 
Student Affairs. “We used to have one a year, 
and it’s become a popular enough event that we 
have one a semester.”
Psychology major Rosa Law, kinesiology 
education major Scott Price and marketing 
major Graciela Salazar will receive special 
recognition with a Scorpion Leadership ring for 
their achievements in leadership, academics and 
service. In order to apply for special recognition, 
the students submitted an application earlier 
in the semester. Their applications were then 
reviewed by a universitywide panel of faculty 
members.
“Students who rise to the top are normally the 
ones who apply for the ring,” Fuentes-Martin 
said. “The folks that have earned it, so far, I 
think, were already self-motivated to do good 
things and to be leaders on campus.”
Law has been a Scorpiontation Leader four 
times, including serving as Senior Scorpiontation 
Leader this summer, and has attended a Texas 
Association of College and University Student 
Personnel Administrators conference, where she 
presented re-design 
plans for freshman 
orientation. She served 
on the Foundations 
of Excellence First 
Year Task Force and 
the University of 
Texas System Student 
Advisory Council, 
on which she served 
on the Health and 
Graduate Affairs 
Subcommittee as 
secretary and the Campus Life and Academic 
Affairs Subcommittee. She has been a Scorpion 
Ambassador and held numerous positions in the 
Student Government Association, including vice 
president of historical archives, vice president of 
finance and accounting, and freshman senator. 
She has been the historian of the Residence 
Hall Association and has participated in beach 
cleanups with the Christian Discipleship 
Outreach, as well as volunteering with H-E-B’s 
Feast of Sharing. 
Law said graduation means a lot to her, as she 
is a first-generation college student.
“It’s been a great experience,” she said. 
“Growing up, I never thought I would be given 
the opportunity to go to college, especially since 
I was the only one in my family to graduate high 
school. So, to actually go to college and now 
graduate is like, ‘Oh my goodness!’ Perfect.”
After graduation, Law plans to support her 
husband, freshman environmental sciences 
major Joshuah Law, through his college career.
Price was a team captain of the UTB/TSC 
Baseball Team for three 
years, during which 
he was awarded Male 
Academic Student 
Athlete of the Year twice, 
the Scorpion Character 
Award, Daktronics 
NAIA Baseball Scholar 
Athlete Award and 
the Baseball Scorpion 
Award. He was also 
chosen to participate as 
a student representative 
during the Student Athletic Fee Referendum in 
2007. He assisted the community through his 
participation with the baseball team and the 
International Students Club. He helped organize 
the baseball team’s participation in Down by the 
Border Fun Day three times and participated in 
Halloween Extravaganza three times, UTB/TSC 
Baseball Community Awareness Days, Beach 
Cleanup Day, International Food Festival and 
the McAllen Food Shelf. He also volunteered as 
a coach at Sharp Elementary School.
He said “it was great to be involved” with the 
Student Athletic Fee Referendum.
“The athletic referendum was a big thing 
because it helps generate funds for student 
services as well as athletics,” Price said. “That’ll 
definitely help the school in the future.”
He plans to move back to his native Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada, where he will run baseball 
clinics, teach and coach at the high school or 
middle school level.
Salazar has worked at The Collegian since 
Spring 2006, and has been the Spanish editor 
since Spring 2007. 
She has received 
numerous awards 
from the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press 
Association, including 
two first-place awards 
and one second-place 
award in on-site 
Spanish Newswriting; 
third-place awards for 
In-Depth Reporting, 
Spanish Feature 
Story and on-site Yearbook Design; and 
honorable mentions in Picture Story, Spanish 
News Story, Spanish Feature Story and on-
site Yearbook Design. She has also worked at 
Televisa and served as a Scorpion Ambassador, 
a Scorpiontation Leader, a tutor for the Dual 
Summer Bridge Program and hosted the Noche 
de Estrellas talent show three times. She was 
also one of five student representatives on the 
Tuition and Fee Policy Advisory Committee for 
2008-2010.
Salazar said serving on the committee was 
one of her most important experiences because 
she was the only international student on the 
committee.
“It was a great honor because I was 
representing not only the students but also the 
international students,” she said. “I was proud 
that they thought of me, that they selected me 
to participate.” 
Salazar hopes to find a job at a television 
station, a newspaper, a magazine or in the 
marketing field.
Bleeding orange, dyeing blue
Rosa Law scott PRice GRacieLa  L. saLazaR 
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Graduating senior Ivy Peña will be the first 
student from UTB/TSC to receive a bachelor’s 
degree in translation and interpreting.
The degree program, offered in the Modern 
Languages Department, was approved and 
offered for the first time this fall. 
José Dávila-Montes, an assistant professor 
of translation and interpreting and coordinator 
of undergraduate and graduate translation 
programs, said UTB/TSC is the only institution 
that offers this degree in Texas.
“For translation in general, there are many 
certificates, minors … but BA majors, there 
is almost none, just six, seven or eight [other 
institutions in the U.S. that offer it], which 
means that we are really spearheading the 
whole thing,” Montes said. “It is one of the 
fields in which UTB [is] groundbreaking and 
cutting edge.”
Peña will be among 868 students to receive 
degrees at commencement, scheduled at 9 a.m. 
Dec. 19 on the Mary Rose Cardenas Hall South 
Lawn.
In addition to her translation and interpreting 
degree, Peña will also receive a bachelor’s in 
Spanish. She said her goal is to eventually work 
for the United Nations as an interpreter. 
The Health and Human Performance 
Department also has a graduate to be proud 
of. Women’s Assistant Soccer Coach 
Christian Gallucci will be the first to receive a 
master’s degree in curriculum and instruction 
with a concentration in health and human 
performance. 
Although the degree is not new itself, the 
program is. Zelma Mata, associate professor 
and chair of the Health and Human Performance 
Department, said the program started two years 
ago and now has 11 students. 
“We are very excited about Christian,” Mata 
said. “He is an excellent student and we are 
hoping to attract more students in the future.” 
Galluci said he originally came to UTB/TSC 
to coach but heard about the program and began 
taking courses in Spring 2008.
“I did my undergrad in physical education 
and health and minor in sports medicine, so it’s 
pretty much my field really, and once I found 
out that they had that master’s, I was pretty 
excited,” he said. 
The College of Applied Technology and General 
Studies will award 19 associate of applied science degrees, 
two associate of science in technology degrees, 42 bachelor 
of applied arts and sciences degrees, 21 bachelor of applied 
technology degrees and 21 certificates. 
The College of Liberal Arts will award 75 associate of 
arts degrees, 15 associate of arts in social work degrees, 
three associate of arts in Spanish translation degrees, three 
associate of applied science degrees, 86 bachelor of arts 
degrees, 14 bachelor of arts in communication degrees, 
five bachelor of music degrees, 44 bachelor of science in 
criminal justice degrees, six master of arts degrees, three 
master of arts in interdisciplinary studies degrees and two 
master of public policy and management degrees.
The College of Science, Mathematics and Technology 
will award 11 associate of applied science degrees, 
56 bachelor of science degrees, two certificates, four 
master of science degrees and two master of science in 
interdisciplinary studies degrees. 
The College of Education will award nine associate of 
applied science degrees, 29 associate of arts in teaching 
degrees, 94 bachelor of arts in interdisciplinary studies 
degrees, 25 bachelor of science degrees, four certificates 
and 56 master of education degrees.
The School of Health Sciences will award 50 associate 
of applied science degrees, 18 bachelor of science in 
nursing degrees, 37 certificates and eight master in nursing 
degrees.
The School of Business will award 13 associate of 
arts in business administration, 76 bachelor of business 
administration and 13 master of business administration 
degrees.  
John Hunter, who composed UTB/TSC’s 
alma mater, will be the ceremony’s keynote 
speaker.
800-plus to graduate at Winter Commencement 
By Julianna Sosa 
Collegian Editor
Texas Southmost College District Trustee Rene 
Torres (foreground) reviews documents regarding 
the New Library mural project during the board of 
trustees meeting Nov. 19. Also shown are board vice 
chairman Eduardo Campirano (background) and 
Trustee Chester Gonzalez.
Cleiri Quezada/Collegian
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It was epic, it was tense, it was severely nerve-
racking, and it was the only fitting end for the UTB/
TSC Men’s Soccer Team.
The Biola University Eagles (14-4-2) defeated the 
Scorpions (17-1-1) on Nov. 21 in penalty kicks during 
the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
Men’s Soccer National Championship opening round 
on the REK Center field.
It is the only loss this season for the No. 14-ranked 
men’s soccer team.
In the first half, the Scorpions opened up the score 
with a header by forward Aaron Guerrero. The 
Scorpions dominated the first half, but a few short 
minutes before the whistle blew, the Eagles, of La 
Mirada, Calif., got the better of Scorpion goalie Juan 
Gamboa and equalized the score.
In the second half, both teams faced each other 
bitterly, with physical challenges and yellow cards 
dropping left and right. Finally, the Eagles managed 
to get past the Scorpion defenders and scored the 2-1.
But the Scorpions weren’t done, not by a long shot. 
Spurred on by a boisterous crowd that rooted every 
time the Scorpions touched the ball, Enrique “Chicle” 
Rivera scored the equalizer.
Overtime came, and it felt like a déjà vu. Only a 
few weeks earlier, the Scorpions defeated the Texas 
A&M International University Dustdevils in double 
overtime during a Monday night game. But the Biola 
University Eagles, who had recently barely scratched 
their way into the NAIA tournament by earning the 
sixth and final at-large berth, were not the Dustdevils. 
The Eagles soared, but couldn’t turn their flight into 
goals.
Unfortunately, fate decreed that penalty kicks 
would determine the outcome of the game. And it was 
there, in the tense moments, that the Scorpions lost 
by a kick from Biola forward Kennedy Chongo that 
grazed Gamboa’s fingertips before entering the net.
It was the third straight year the Scorpions entered 
into the NAIA postseason, and the second straight 
year they advanced to nationals. Last year, they fell 
to the University of Mobile in the NAIA men’s soccer 
national championship opening round 3-0.
Nerve-racking end for men’s soccer
Members of the UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer Team react Nov. 21 as Biola University celebrates its 
victory over the Scorpions in the NAIA Men’s Soccer National Championship Opening round, 
played on the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Center field. Biola defeated UTB/TSC 4-3 
in penalty kicks after a double overtime.
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
Manuel Reyna/Collegian
Women’s soccer season ends at the REK
The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer 
Team (11-5-2) will go no further in 
the NAIA National tournament.
On Nov. 21, the Scorpions fell to 
Southern Nazarene University (17-
3-1) in the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics Women’s 
Soccer National Championship 
Opening Round by a score of 4-1.
 Playing at home on the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology Center 
field, the Scorpions were fresh 
on the coattails of winning the 
Red River Athletic Conference 
tournament.
They headed into the NAIA 
postseason for the second time in the 
program’s third year of existence.
The Southern Nazarene 
University Crimson Storm, Sooner 
Athletic Conference champions, are 
marking their fourth return to the 
NAIA postseason in their school’s 
history.
As the first half got under way, 
the Crimson Storm nearly opened 
up the score by rushing forward, 
catching the Scorpion defenders off 
guard. After that, both teams went 
head to head in a bitter struggle for 
the ball. The Scorpions struggled 
with second-balls throughout the 
half, which gave the Oklahoma 
team a slight advantage over the 
host Scorpions.
With 10 minutes remaining on the 
clock, the Crimson Storm opened 
up the score with a kick by forward 
Jackie Acevedo that barely made 
its way past Scorpion goalkeeper 
Stephanie Reid.
Though the Scorpions quickly 
recovered, Southern Nazarene easily 
shut down the Scorpion attacks that 
came time and time again through 
the middle of the box. Two minutes 
later, the Scorpions were surprised 
again as Crimson Storm midfielder 
Randi Duncan took advantage of a 
momentary distraction and sent off 
a pass to Acevedo, who drilled into 
Reid’s left side for the 2-0.
While UTB/TSC had many 
opportunities, including a penalty 
kick, they could not turn any into 
goals, and the teams headed quietly 
into halftime.
In the second half, the Scorpions 
still struggled, and Southern 
Nazarene University would make 
them pay dearly for each mistake, 
and the Crimson Storm managed to 
score two more goals.
The Scorpions’  lone goal for 
the afternoon came by the foot 
of midfielder Helen Wagstaff, 
who fought through a fray at the 
Crimson Storm box and defeated 
the goalkeeper.
Wagstaff, coincidentally enough, 
was the first to score a goal on the 
REK Center field in its inaugural 
match.
Southern Nazarene University 
will now advance to the second 
round of the national tournament 
in Decatur, Ala., and will face 
the winner of the match between 
Lindsey-Wilson (Kentucky) 
University and Missouri Baptist 
University.
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
ABOVE: Scorpion forward Linette 
Cuvillier (No. 17) battles for the ball 
with Southern Nazarene University 
players during the NAIA Women’s 
Soccer National Championship 
opening round, held Nov. 21 on 
the Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center field. The Scorpions 
fell to the Crimson Storm, 4-1. 
 
RIGHT: Senior forward Sami Thorman 
huddles with her teammates before 
the NAIA Women’s Soccer National 
Championship opening round, held 
Nov. 21 on the REK Center field. It 
was Thorman’s last game with the 
Scorpions.
elizabeth a. PeRez/Collegian Photos
Seniors bid farewell to field and court
The United States, Puerto Rico and England: 
three different places that gave UTB/TSC four 
student-athletes who are now ending their 
collegiate athletic careers.
They are Daianarah Bracero, a setter for the 
volleyball team; Brian Hardie, defender and 
co-captain in the men’s soccer team; Enrique 
Rivera, forward for the men’s soccer team; 
and Sami Thorman, forward for the women’s 
soccer team.
Though from different places, the four have 
managed to make a name for themselves and 
their team at the university. This is their story.
Fighting together, winning together
“Keep on, and keep on fighting,” said 
Bracero when asked what advice she would 
leave behind for her teammates. “Keep sharing 
what [they] know, teaching the new freshmen 
that arrive. And to stay together … that’s why 
we’re winning, because being always together 
makes us a better team.”
Bracero, a native of Sabana Grande, Puerto 
Rico, arrived at the university in 2007 as a 
transfer from Miami-Dade Junior College. 
Since then, she’s made it to two national 
tournaments (2007 and 2009) and holds 
two school records: single season and career 
records for assists (1,880) and the single match 
record for assists (67). Furthermore, she has 
helped the Scorpion volleyball team glide to a 
31-1 season in 2009.
“The best thing has been to compete with 
players from different countries … and it’s 
been a good experience,” she said in Spanish. 
“This year has been my best year: I’ve got the 
best coaches, the best team, the best people.”
Bracero will graduate in Fall 2010 with a 
bachelor’s degree in kinesiology. 
“I hope to stay here in Brownsville and get a 
job as a coach in a high school,” she said.
Bracero also credits Head Coach Todd 
Lowery and Assistant Coach Roberta Santos 
for her success this season.
“With [Lowery], I’ve learned to be a better 
player than I was,” she said. “He doesn’t just 
care about winning every game, he cares that 
we’re doing well in class. … It’s important to 
win, but also to graduate.” 
About Santos, a former setter for Florida 
Gulf Coast University, Bracero said that it was 
because of her that she earned the 2009 Red 
River Athletic Conference setter of the year 
award.
Respect the program
“Believe in the [coaches], Dan [Balaguero] 
and Andy [Ravanello], they’re two of the best 
coaches I’ve had. They built this program 
from nothing,” is the advice defender Hardie 
leaves behind for his own team. 
“I can remember coming in the first practice, 
the first game, we had no idea what was going 
to happen, and now three years in, we’re like 
a top 25 team, a top 15 team, a top 10 team, 
so they just have to work hard, and what the 
coach says, do it, just do it,” Hardie said. “So, 
like I said, just believe in the coach and just 
trust in the program. It’s a winning program.”
Hardie arrived at the university in 2007, a 
transfer from Head Coach Dan Balaguero’s 
former team, Virginia Intermont College. 
Originally a striker, Hardie has adapted 
successfully to his role as defender this year, 
contributing to the Scorpions’ undefeated 
2009 season and their three undefeated years 
in the Red River Athletic Conference. He has 
started for a total of 51 games in his career 
with the Scorpions.
He recalls the first-ever game for the UTB/
TSC men’s soccer squad, a conference game 
against Huston-Tillotson University, as one of 
his most memorable moments.
“The first time we played, I think was 
Huston-Tillotson at home, we beat them 3-2, 
and I remember Fernando [Mendoza] scored 
a penalty in the last couple of minutes of the 
game,” Hardie said. “It was a huge crowd, 
maybe a thousand people, 1,200 people, it 
was all over the TV, the news, stuff like that, 
and that was one of my favorite moments, 
UTB/TSC seniors ending their collegiate athletic 
careers are Brian Hardie (kneeling), Sami Thorman 
(standing, from left), Enrique Rivera and Daianarah 
Bracero.
elizabeth a. PeRez/Collegian
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
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and, obviously, winning the 
conference.”
Hardie will graduate next 
spring with a bachelor’s degree in 
kinesiology, and hopes to become 
a pro.
“I’ve got a letter to a combine in 
Orlando, Fla., for January,” he said. 
“There’s going to be a lot of scouts 
there and stuff, so, hopefully, I can 
go there and do well, maybe get 
picked up. If not, my second choice 
is always going to be a college 
coach.”
Legacy of victory
“Those three undefeated season 
conferences, that’s something that 
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Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, December 2nd. 
You will need to come by the Field Experiences Of�ice to 
register and pick up your admission ticket prior to the 
Benchmark Test date. If you need further information, 
please contact our Field Experiences Of�ice at 882-5700.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License, 
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.
Scorpions in Iowa for national tourney
Out of the ashes of a dismal 2008 
season, the phoenix that is the UTB/
TSC Volleyball Team has risen and 
is on its way to Iowa for the NAIA 
tournament.
The 2008 season saw the 
Scorpions, which had a 10-28 record 
before conference, knocked out 
in the semifi nals of the Red River 
Athletic Conference Tournament.
The Scorpions (31-1) are 
ranked ninth in the nation with an 
impressive 28-game winning streak 
to their name.
In the RRAC tournament, the No. 
1-seeded Scorpions fi rst defeated 
No. 5-ranked Our Lady of the Lake 
University in the RRAC semifi nals 
25-19, 25-21 and 25-20, and then 
advanced to the fi nals, where they 
downed Wiley College 25-15, 25-
17 and 25-17.
Wiley College, the defending 
tournament champions, had received 
a fi rst-round bye along with the 
Scorpions, and overpowered No. 3 
seed Southwestern Assemblies of 
God University in the semifi nals 
before going up against the 
Scorpions.
“It went well, the fi rst game, we 
played a little, half asleep,” setter 
Daianarah Bracero said of the Nov. 
14 semifi nal match against OLLU. 
“But later, when we played in the 
fi nal with Wiley, we played well, we 
all played together, and well, they 
had their fans out and that made us 
grow more, so we played well.”
Head Coach Todd Lowery 
praised Wiley’s performance in the 
fi nal, held Nov. 15.
“I thought they played well, they 
put on a lot of pressure on us,” he 
said. “We had a few more unforced 
errors than we’re used to, but a 
little bit of that was them blocking 
some balls and playing some good 
defense ... but I thought they played 
well. I think we just played better.”
Bracero said the team had 
expected to play Wiley in the fi nals.
“They came out to win,” she 
said. “They couldn’t beat us in two 
games in the regular season, so they 
went to the fi nal to beat us, but we 
played twice as well as them and we 
won.”
Bracero, a senior kinesiology 
major, alongside middle blockers 
Talita Milasauskas and Jacque 
Touchet, will be returning to the 
national stage for the fi rst time since 
2007.
“It feels great, since this is my 
last year,” she said. “We’ll see 
what happens over there. We have 
the team, we just need to play like 
we’ve been playing--together--and 
we’ll see if we’re there in the fi nal.”
Lowery said qualifying for 
nationals was but one of the goals 
for the Scorpion volleyball team.
“When I came down here, it 
was one of our goals--to win the 
conference and make it to the 
national tournament,” he said. “We 
accomplished that, and, of course, 
we still have a couple of goals left to 
reach, and we’ll see what happens 
in Iowa.”
The Scorpions will travel to 
Sioux City, Iowa, on Tuesday 
for the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Association 
tournament. UTB/TSC is in Pool D, 
and will face Bellevue University 
(Neb.), Morningside College (Iowa) 
and No. 4 Concordia University 
(Calif.). The top teams from each 
pool will advance to a single 
elimination bracket beginning 
Thursday.
In the conference tournament, the 
Scorpions also made a big impact 
with the specialty awards.
Outside hitter Arlene Ferreira, 
previously honored as NAIA 
Volleyball player of the week, 
earned player of the year in the 
RRAC. Bracero was named setter 
of the year. Middle blocker Judith 
Boel was named newcomer of the 
year, and middle blocker Valquiria 
Caboclo was named freshman of 
the year.
“To have that many people 
honored on specialty awards is 
just great,” said Lowery, who was 
honored as RRAC coach of the 
year. “It’s great for the girls, but it 
really shows how deep our team is. 
To have four or fi ve different people 
honored for individual awards is 
just great.”
Boel, Bracero, Caboclo and 
Ferreira were also named to fi rst-
team all-conference. Outside 
hitters Rafaela Dornelas and Erica 
Chimak were named second-team 
all-conference. Middle blocker 
Talita Milasauskas and defensive 
specialist/libero Anayeli Treviño 
were honorable mention all-
conference.
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor
COURTESY PHOTO
Members of the UTB/TSC Volleyball Team pose for a team photo after defeating Wiley College in the 2009 Red River Athletic Conference 
Tournament fi nal. Members are (seated, from left) outside hitter Arlene Ferreira, defensive specialist/libero Anayeli Treviño, setter 
Daianarah Bracero, outside hitter Gabriela Maraboto and outside hitter Rafaella Dornelas. Standing (from left) are middle blocker Talita 
Milasauskas, outside hitter Erica Chimak, middle blocker Miriele Gobbo, middle blockers Valquiria Caboclo and Luara Rosa, outside 
hitter Belinda Carreon, middle blocker Jacque Touchet, assistant coach Roberta Santos and Head Coach Todd Lowery.
Seniors
Continued from Page 11
no one’s going to take from me 
and no one’s going to take from the 
university,” Enrique Rivera said in 
Spanish, refl ecting on the legacy of 
which he is part.
“Chicle” Rivera graduated in 2005 
from Lopez High School, where 
he reached the state championship 
in 2004, and has been playing for 
the Scorpions since being signed 
in 2007. Rivera has also reached 
the 50-game mark playing for the 
Scorpions and has scored 14 goals 
in his career.
He advises freshmen and 
sophomores on the team to have 
fun, and to keep up with classes, 
too.
Rivera will graduate in the 
spring with a bachelor’s degree in 
education, and plans to work at a 
high school and do some soccer 
coaching there.
Like Hardie, he, too, hopes to go 
pro.
“Yeah, I’d like to play 
professionally,” Rivera said. “I 
imagine that every footballer has 
that goal … and it’s my goal, too. 
But if it doesn’t happen, I’m happy 
because I’m going to begin another 
professional stage, as an educator, 
as a teacher.”
On the team from the get-go
“It’s always fun to travel with 
the girls,” said Sami Thorman, 
refl ecting on her most outstanding 
memories in the three years she’s 
played with the Scorpions.
 “We all get to learn a lot about 
each other,” Thorman said. “I mean, 
we have girls from everywhere, 
Germany, England, Canada. You 
learn so much about other people 
and their cultures and stuff, and 
that’s the really exciting part.”
Thorman graduated in 2006 from 
Harlingen High School, then played 
for a year at the University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor before coming 
to UTB/TSC. In April 2007, she 
became one of the fi rst two soccer 
players to sign a letter of intent to 
play for the Scorpions, alongside 
fellow forward and Rio Grande 
Valley product Linette Cuvillier. 
Thorman has played a total of 27 
games for the Scorpions, scoring 
four goals.
She will graduate in Fall 2010 
with a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice, but remains undecided about 
the future.
“I’m going to be here for another 
year,” Thorman said. “I’m going to 
do the forensics program that they 
have. So I’ll still be able to help 
out and stuff with soccer, but I just 
won’t get to play.”
She advises her teammates to 
take care of themselves.
“Take care of your bodies, 
because it takes a toll on you after 
four years of playing,” Thorman 
said. “I’ve been playing since I 
was 4 years old, so my body has 
had wears and tears, so just keep 
working out, always keep trying to 
do your best.”
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• Medical services redeemable with this coupon are:
  • Pap Smears
  • STD Screenings
  • Clinical Breast Exam
• We accept Medicaid, Texas Women’s Health       
   Program, and Private Insurance.
Call to schedule an appointment!
Expiration Date: 12/31/09
COL-1
Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers 
and receive $15 off medical services received.
GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!
ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
Brownsville | 370 Old Port Isabel Rd.
956-546-4571
Harlingen | El Mercado Mall
423-8584
Brownsville Southmost | 5636 Southmost Rd.
Ste. A | 956-544-2723





The Brownsville City Commission has 
approved a 5 percent increase in the garbage 
collection fee, which will go into effect 
Tuesday.  
The monthly fee for curbside collection will 
be $18.53, compared with the current cost of 
$17.86. Residents with two trash containers 
will pay $23.77 per month, compared with the 
current $22.91. 
 The city contracts with BFI/Allied Waste to 
pick up trash. Of the $18.53 curbside fee, the 
company will receive $14.07, or 75.93 percent, 
while the city will collect $4.46, or 24.07 
percent.
Residents requiring back-door or walk-in 
services will be charged $26.10, compared  with 
$25.16 monthly now. 
During the Nov. 17 commission meeting, 
City Manager and Chief Financial Officer Pete 
Gonzalez told the commissioners that the waste 
collection company can increase its rate per its 
contract.
“It’s out of our hands,” Mayor Pat M. 
Ahumada said. “It’s on the contract.”  
Gonzalez initially asked the commission 
to increase the city’s fee portion by 33 cents, 
saying that the city needs extra revenue.  
Commission members voted to only increase 
the BFI/Allied Waste’s portion of the fee--67 
cents.
In other action, the commission voted 4 to 
2 to reject Ahumada’s proposal to restrict the 
use of cellular telephones and other hand-held 
communication devices while operating a 
motor vehicle. 
District 4 Commissioner Edward Camarillo 
suggested a ban on texting while driving instead 
of talking on the cell phone.
“The real issue is texting,” Camarillo said. 
“Individuals who are texting while driving, that 
is very, very dangerous because your eyes are 
not on the road, [you are] too busy touching 
your keypad.” 
Commissioner At-Large “A” Anthony P. 
Troiani said passing the ordinance would 
interfere “too much” in people’s lives.
“There are already traffic laws and there 
[are] reckless driving laws. … Do we want to 
get to the point where we are micromanaging 
what people do within their vehicles? And do 
we want to be that type of city commission?” 
Troiani said. 
Brownsville resident Leticia Perez Garzoria 
told the commission she was against the 
proposal.
“I think too many things are already taken 
from us and I think people not using their cell 
phone on school zones is appropriate, and that’s 
the way it should stay,” Perez Garzoria said.    
The commission also rejected Ahumada’s 
proposal to move the public comment period 
toward the end of commission meetings. 
The mayor said some residents who voice 
their opinions during meetings do not give 
accurate facts and “create a bad light for the 
city.”
District 3 Commissioner Melissa A. Zamora 
said commissioners are elected to listen to 
residents’ concerns. 
“I know sometimes we are biting our tongues 
to the point it bleeds, but that’s professionalism 
as an elected official and that’s what we are 
elected to do, is to listen,” Zamora said.  
The commission authorized a second 
amendment to the Brownsville Urban System 
Site Preparation Package for the Brownsville 
Multimodal Terminal Project for asbestos 
abatement.
The new terminal is being constructed 
between Jefferson and Adams streets west of 
International Boulevard. 
“The project site includes approximately 5.4 
acres of land for the transit terminal, bus bays, 
canopies, and vehicle parking,” according to 
a memorandum from Purchasing Director 
Roberto C. Luna Jr. dated Aug. 5, 2008. 
City Purchasing Director Roberto C. Luna 
Jr. told the commission asbestos abatement was 
found in two of the old terminal’s buildings this 
month. 
Asbestos is a mineral fiber that has been used 
commonly in a variety of building construction 
materials for insulation, according to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Web site. 
“When asbestos-containing materials are 
damaged or disturbed by repair, remodeling 
or demolition activities, microscopic fibers 
become airborne and can be inhaled into the 
lungs, where they can cause significant health 
problems,” the Web site states. 
“The discovery of the asbestos was 
encountered on a weather barrier in between the 
brick and the block of building No. 10 and the 
brick and the wood frame of building No. 5,” 
city documents state.
The construction firm SpawGlass Contractors 
Inc., of Harlingen, will be paid $53,234 for the 
asbestos removal and will receive an extension 
of 20 days on the project.
The total cost of the terminal is now $827, 948 
and its construction is expected to be completed 
on Jan. 25, 2010.
In other business, the commission agreed to 
sponsor a grant application for the construction 
of a new Commemorative Air Force facility. 
Larry A. Brown, director of aviation for the 
Brownsville/South Padre Island International 
Airport, told the commission the current 
museum’s location is difficult to access by the 
general public. 
The application is for $3,297,248 in Statewide 
Transportation Enhancement Program funds 
from the Texas Department of Transportation. 
Museum officials propose to build a new facility 
on the north side of the airport that would front 
on Boca Chica Boulevard.
The Rio Grande Valley Wing of the CAF 
is an 18-year-old facility adjacent to the 
airport whose purpose is “to acquire, restore 
and preserve in flying condition a complete 
collection of combat aircraft which were flown 
by all military services of the United States, 
and selected aircraft of other nations, for the 
education and enjoyment of present and future 
generations of Americans,” according to the 
CAF Web site. 
David Hughston, Air Fiesta chairman and a 
CAF member, said the project is not expected to 
begin until 2011. 
Absent from Nov. 17 meeting was District 2 
Commissioner Charlie Atkinson.
City to raise garbage rates
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Brownsville Mayor Pat M. Ahumada discusses the 
increase in the garbage collection fee during the 
Nov. 17 city commission meeting.
To be able to do what you love for a living 
is a great accomplishment for anyone, and Luis 
Gutierrez has accomplished just that.
Gutierrez was recently hired as community 
relations manager for Church’s Chicken.
“Networking with people, meeting business 
leaders and people in the community, it’s just 
amazing that I’m actually going to get paid to 
do something like this,” he said.
Gutierrez is in charge of coordinating events, 
promotional appearances and community 
relations for Church’s Chicken throughout the 
Rio Grande Valley.
“We generate 20 percent of the company’s 
profit just from here … so it’s the most important 
market,” he said.
His main job will be coordinating catered 
events throughout the Valley.
“If there’s going to be like a quinceañera, 
a Super Bowl party, a posada, an end-of-year 
party, Thanksgiving … we want to actually have 
our catering offered at those types of events, 
so I’m going to be the main contact person 
throughout the entire Valley,” he said.
Gutierrez will be present at events depending 
on his availability and the size of the event.
“I’m the one that’s going to be involved in the 
entire negotiation and I’m going to make sure 
that the execution of the event is to our company 
standards,” he said.
Gutierrez has always seen himself working 
in marketing or advertising, but never did he 
imagine he would be working for Church’s 
Chicken.
“I had never 
made chicken 
in my life, so 
during my 
trainings they’d 
be like, ‘OK, 
Luis, this is how 
you’re going 
to do it. You’re 
going to make 
chicken for the 
store now and 
actually be selling 
it,’” he said. “I never expected that in my life, so 
that was exciting.”
For students interested in a similar position, 
Gutierrez emphasized the importance of 
networking and learning skills that can be 
applied to different types of industries and 
careers.
He hopes to move up the ladder and become 
part of the corporate office one day.
“It’s always been one of my main goals to be 
in charge of marketing for a company or maybe, 
eventually down the road, become the CEO,” 
he said. “That’s always been my master plan.”
Gutierrez graduated from UTB/TSC with a 
bachelor’s degree in marketing in December 
2006 and a master’s in business administration 
in May 2008.
He enjoys being part of a corporate marketing 
team because he can apply his education.
“It’s somewhere where I can actually apply 
everything that I learned during my MBA and 
during my marketing bachelor’s,” he said.
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and Nearshore Gulf of Mexico,” compared 
fluoride levels in order to assess the impact that 
civilization has on marine environments.
“My focus …was that we never have high 
concentrations of fluoride and in another bay 
have high concentrations, so I tried to find natural 
sources or if it’s anthropogenic,” she said.
While Enriquez had done the vast majority of 
her project during an internship at the University 
of Texas at Austin this summer, Garza and Lara 
performed the majority of their experiments in labs 
here at UTB/TSC, under the direction of Arnulfo 
Mar, an associate professor in the Chemistry and 
Environmental Sciences Department.
Mar was supportive of the students’ 
presentations, citing it as proof of progress for 
UTB/TSC.
“They’ve been able to go out there and show 
that what we do here, a small little department, 
we can still compete,” he said. 
Rice








is the subject of 
a new book by 
anthropology 
P r o f e s s o r 
A n t o n i o 
Zavaleta and 
folk healer 




El Niño Fidencio, Shamanism and Healing 
Traditions of the Borderlands,” was published 
earlier this year and includes consultations, 
testimonials, a list of medicinal plants and 
Internet resource links.
“Curanderismo … is a term that 
anthropologists have developed to describe 
the traditions of healing and of people,” said 
Zavaleta, special assistant to the UTB/TSC 
provost. “We refer to the curandero or the 
curandera, but the larger study of the system, 
the healing system, is called curanderismo.”
The 190 consultations in the book are 
divided into nine sections. Each consultation 
includes the e-mail sent to the curandero, the 
curandero’s response and commentary by 
Zavaleta.
“This book compiles our collective cultural 
history, of our folklore, our folk medicine 
from our region,” Zavaleta said. “This book 
will bring a smile to your face.”
People seek help from healers for such 
things as mal de ojo, or the evil eye. This 
happens when children suddenly become 
irritable and cry a lot, and it is not a medical 
problem.
Salinas’ advice to someone afflicted by 
evil eye is a ritual sweeping, or limpia, with 
a fertile chicken egg over the child’s body. 
After cracking the eggshell, the egg yolk is 
dropped into a clear glass of water. If the 
yolk has a spot that looks like an eye, it is a 
sign that negative energy has been absorbed 
by the egg from the child.  
Another folk remedy described in the book 
is for an earache.
“Have you ever heard of making a funnel 
[with a newspaper] … putting it on the ear of 
a child, lighting it on fire to take trapped air 
out of the middle ear?” Zavaleta said. “It was 
done to me. I was freaking out, I remember, 
it was my father’s mother. I was a little guy, a 
little kid, and I had an earache, a bad earache 
and it couldn’t be cured by medicine. I used 
to swim and I would get, I guess, the air 
trapped in there and it would cause pressure. 
… I remember hearing the pop.”
Zavaleta said the book can help everyone.
“It’s written to assist …people in their 
lives, and we call that self-help; but, it’s also 
written for those who provide people with 
assistance,” he said.
The book also contains a list of 542 
medicinal plants found in the border region. 
Each plant’s English, Spanish and Latin 
name is given, along with its use.
Salinas, who has been a folk healer for 
more than 30 years, said publication of the 
book is a dream come true.
“It’s amazing, the wonderful feeling that I 
have for having accomplished this,” Salinas 
said.





By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor
Editor’s Note: Following is an excerpt 
from “Curandero Conversations: El 
Niño Fidencio, Shamanism and Healing 
Traditions of the Borderlands,” by Antonio 
Zavaleta and Alberto Salinas Jr.
Guy Problems--El Tonto
I had trouble with a guy and I’m still 
having trouble with him. I met him and fell 
in love with him. Then, all of a sudden, he 
stopped calling and e-mailing me. Now, I 
have no contact with him at all. I am writing 
to you again because I don’t know what is 
going on. I find myself constantly thinking 
about this man. It is like a feeling you get 
when someone is talking about you, a very 
strong feeling. I tried forgetting about him, 
but it didn’t work. I still like him and that 
is not all.
There’s another guy I know and I don’t 
understand why I think about him all the 
time, too. He comes and goes out of my 
mind and I don’t know what is going on. 
I don’t understand why I have all these 
desires. He seems like a nice guy and I 
like him a lot, but I haven’t seen him since 
we were teenagers. But back then we 
were never given an opportunity to have a 
relationship. Please help me out and let me 
know what’s going on in my head and in 
my heart. I would like to get married and 
have children someday. I’m still single and 
am lonely. Has someone put a spell on me 
so I can’t fall in love and have a normal 
relationship?
Curandero’s response:
If the guy is not meant to be the love of 
your life, you should try to forget him and 
move on. I am sure there is someone out 
there that will fall madly in love with you 
and you with him. Please try my spiritual 
healing advice. You shall see what I am 
talking about.
Light a candle to Saint Gabriel the 
Archangel and make your petition for 
happiness in life. If you do not find the 
candle, look for the seven archangels’ 
candle and boil gobernadora, alhucema, 
cinnamon sticks, four cut apples and rose 
petals with a cup of honey and bathe in 
this water at noon on Friday while saying 
a prayer to Saint Gabriel Archangel and to 
Saint Dorothy and make your petition for 
attracting love.
Commentary:
Single Latinas are under a constant 
psychological cultural barrage from their 
own families and friends to enter into a 
relationship leading to marriage and a 
family. As more years pass, those still not 
engaged begin to feel a gradual buildup of 
familial pressure and a sense of personal 
failure. This tía, or aunt, syndrome requires 
them to take on the role of the surrogate 
mother to their nephews and nieces. But 
they go unfilled as wives and mothers in 
life.
Antonio Zavaleta
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The U.S. Census Bureau counts everyone, 
no matter how old or young a person is. 
People who are not from Brownsville or 
even from the U.S. need to be counted as long 
as they are residents.
Stoves said the only information a census 
taker wants is how many people live in a 
particular household.
“We have students living in housing, we 
have students living all throughout the city of 
Brownsville who are not from Brownsville, 
but you’re counted here,” he said.
Stoves said the Residential Life Department 
will work with the census because of the 317 
students living in student housing. Census 
employees have already gone by student 
housing in order to help them prepare their 
documents.
Zavaleta said there are 100 colonias, or 
substandard subdivisions, in Cameron County, 
which poses a larger challenge for the census. It 
is a little easier to count urban areas than rural, 
isolated areas. 
“We have to ensure that the people receive 
the form and then help them to understand it, to 
fill it out and send it back,” he said.
Questionnaires are going to be mailed out 
in March and will need to be filled out and 
returned by National Census Day, April 1, 
2010.
Stoves said the forms will have only 10 
questions and that long forms will not be used 
this time. From May to July, census takers will 
be visiting households that did not return the 
questionnaire and by law, the counts have to 
be delivered to the U.S. president on Dec. 31, 
2010.
Stoves hopes this year’s efforts will reduce 
the number of undercounted people. He said 
there have been “all kinds of movements” 
trying to deter people from taking part in the 
census. 
“There’s nothing to gain by deciding not to 
participate in the census because the only people 
you penalize are the people in your community 
and by extension, yourself,” he said. “We want 
to make sure we are adequately funded [and] 
that we’re adequately represented.”
Census
Continued from Page 3
Children sat cross-legged in front of 
the stage at the Sunrise Mall food court as 
magician Oscar Muñoz entertained them.  
Muñoz not only made the children laugh 
and gasp at tricks, such as having fire in a bag 
turn into a live white dove, but throughout 
his act, he reminded them to wash their 
hands with soap and water and watch out for 
germs. 
This was the beginning of the free 
presentation on the H1N1 virus hosted 
by Brownsville Mayor Pat Ahumada, the 
J.K. Family Medical Clinic, Valley Baptist 
Medical Center and Sunrise Mall.
After the magic show, Ahumada went on 
stage and spoke to the crowd in English and 
in Spanish.
“The city, in conjunction with the J.K. 
Family Clinic, Dr. [Satnam] Bhondi and Dr. 
[Khadim] Hussain, Sunrise Mall and Valley 
Baptist, are putting this together for you so 
we learn more about the H1N1 2009 virus,” 
he said.
Ahumada said a lot of people have 
“misconceptions” about the H1N1 flu 
vaccine, including that the vaccine gets 
people sick and that it has serious side 
effects. Being in a high-risk group, he was 
vaccinated for H1N1 and assured the public 
that the vaccine is safe.
“It had no side effects,” he said. “I feel 
better knowing that I’m protected.”
Bhondi said the H1N1 vaccine is safe, but 
those who are allergic to eggs cannot receive 
the vaccine.
Bhondi is a family physician from the J.K. 
Family Medical Clinic at 2686 Alton Gloor 
Blvd., Ste 1.
In his presentation, he answered questions 
that are commonly asked about the H1N1 
virus and vaccine.
Bhondi said the seasonal flu and H1N1 
have almost the same symptoms and both 
can be mild or severe enough to cause death. 
Symptoms for both illnesses can include 
body aches, cough, cold, fever, chills, 
vomiting and diarrhea, which makes it 
difficult to determine which illness a person 
has by looking at the symptoms alone.
When a person who is infected touches 
something like a doorknob, people can catch 
it if they touch the same object. People can 
also get H1N1 when someone who is infected 
coughs or sneezes because it is airborne. 
Bhondi also recommended that people 
refrain from touching their eyes, nose and 
mouth and to wash their hands for 15 to 20 
seconds as a preventive measure.
He advised the public to get vaccinated 
for both seasonal flu and H1N1 because the 
seasonal vaccine alone will not prevent the 
H1N1 virus. 
The vaccines come in injection and nasal 
mist form. The injection can be taken by 
people 6 months and older; the nasal mist 
vaccine is for healthy people over the age of 
2. He added that children under age 9 need 
two shots because it takes longer for their 
bodies to produce immunity.
If symptoms occur, a test that determines 
if a person has influenza A or B can be taken 
in the doctor’s office.
“If you are positive for influenza virus 
A, you may have the H1N1 2009 virus 
infection,” Bhondi said.
The testing for H1N1 2009 is not available 
in doctors’ offices yet; it is only being 
conducted by the state.
Treatment needs to be started within 
the first two to three days of becoming ill 
because that is when the medication is most 
effective.
Some emergency signs to look out for in 
children are a bluish skin color or loss of 
appetite; adults may experience shortness of 
breath, confusion and dizziness. This means 
the infection is getting worse and immediate 
care is needed.
The most predominant influenza that 
people in the U.S. are getting sick from is not 
Influenza A or B, but is the H1N1 flu virus. It 
has spread across all continents.
Bhondi said it is not really affecting 
people 65 years of age or older as of now 
and the highest risk groups are children and 
pregnant women. 
Because there is a shortage of H1N1 
vaccines, these two groups are mostly 
targeted to first receive the vaccine. Health 
care providers, adults who care for children 
and people under 65 who have medical 
conditions are also targeted for the vaccine.
Bhondi’s office received H1N1 vaccines 
from the state in late October and is 
vaccinating high-risk groups. 
“As more vaccines come in and our 
recommendations change, we’ll open it for 
the public, too,” he said.
Bhondi said the state sends e-mails to 
notify him of any new shipments of the 
H1N1 vaccines. 
“They have not sent us anything lately, 
but we are hoping we’ll get some response 
from them,” he said. “It’s depending upon 
the state, but we’ve got two shipments 
already, so we are waiting for the November 
[shipment].”
He urged people who may be experiencing 
symptoms to seek medical attention not only 
for their sake, but because the virus is very 
contagious and spreads easily.
Bhondi said family members who are sick 
should be isolated and should not share items 
such as towels and utensils with healthy 
family members. Dishes that people with 
H1N1 have used can be washed with regular 
dish detergent as long as hot water is used.
He said people in the community are 
testing positive for the H1N1 virus, so people 
need to get vaccinated and informed.
“It’s better to be prepared and understand 
what the virus is about and how it works 
and how you can protect your family and 
yourself, especially our young children,” 
Ahumada said.
UTB/TSC’s Study Abroad Office is 
offering students the chance to take courses 
in France, Russia, Spain, Peru and England. 
Annette Villarreal, administrative assistant 
for the Study Abroad Office, conducted a 
presentation on Nov. 19, informing students 
of the many advantages studying abroad 
offers.
“We have been recommending students 
that as soon as they sign and talk to your 
parents, some of them think they want to go, 
[but] at the same time they feel like [they] 
don’t have the money.”
Villarreal recommends that students start 
saving or raising money now if they want to 
participate.
“You have plenty of time, more or less 
eight months,” she said. “So, start saving. 
Probably have a garage sale … plates, cakes, 
maybe you’re not getting as much money, 
but at least you feel like you’re helping your 
parents.”
Sponsorships are available to students, 
with awards ranging from $700 to $1,000.
“Don’t forget about our sponsorship,” 
Villarreal said. “We’re talking about $1,000, 
more or less, so if the program costs you 
$2,600, you only have to pay $1,600.”
International exchange student Sergio 
Davila encouraged the audience to study 
abroad.
“I think it’s worth every penny you’re 
spending,” Davila said. “Probably they 
should even cost more to my opinion; the 
prices are fairly cheap to what you get in 
return.”
There are other options that can help 
you travel at a lower expense. The Walter 
Pierce Scholarship of $500 is available for 
Liberal Arts students who have a 2.75 grade-
point average and submit two letters of 
recommendation from professors, an essay 
and an unofficial transcript.
Every destination has a different cost and 
tuition is not included.
According to the slide presentation shown 
at the meeting, financial aid is only offered to 
students taking two courses.
Each destination’s costs include travel, 
accommodations, a department fee, the on-
site program director and a bus and museum 
card. Students interested in learning about 
the French language and culture can study in 
Paris for $2,620. Those interested in world 
history and art can journey to St. Petersburg 
and Moscow, Russia, for $3,050. The 
program in Ayacucho and Machu Picchu, 
Peru, offers education courses for $2,650. 
Courses in the Spanish culture and language 
are offered in Seville, Spain, for $3,150. Also 
offered in Seville is an architecture course 
for $3,350. Students can study economics in 
London for $3,150. 
The first payment is due Dec. 10. For more 
information, visit the Study Abroad Office in 
Cardenas Hall South 251, call 882-7450 or 
e-mail studyabroad@utb.edu.
Study Abroad offers new horizons
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
Junior government major Sergio Davila shares his experience with the study abroad program on Nov. 19 during the 
study abroad information session. Also shown is senior government major Priscilla Garcia (from left), senior international 
business major Cassandra Pineda and Administrative Assistant of Study Abroad Office Annette Villarreal.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
Doctor answers H1N1 questions
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
Dr. Satnam Bhondi, a family physician, gives a 
presentation on the H1N1 virus Nov. 15 in the 
Sunrise Mall food court. 
MiChaEl PEña/CollEgian
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We are pleased to offer a lasting reminder of The University of Texas at 
Brownsville and Texas Southmost College experience: 
The Official Ring. Our ring evokes special memories of the 
traditions and images of UTB/TSC: a walk down the beautiful 
paseo, the chimes of the historic clock, and classes in one of the 
old Fort Brown historic buildings. 
The Official Ring is a symbolic, continuous link with university 
experiences, fellow classmates, and alumni. The ring is reserved 
for graduating TSC students and UTB students with 75 credit 
hours. Sponsored by UTB/TSC, the ring will remain unchanged 
- a tangible connection to past, present, and future. Students 
qualified to wear the ring proudly reflect both the bi-literate and bi-cultural 
values of The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College.
 
The ceremony will be held on Friday, December 4th
at 5 p.m. in the Student Union Gran Salon.
To attend, please RSVP online at www.ring.utb.edu. 
For more information, call the Dean of Students Office at 882-5141.
Official Ring Ceremony
“A Symbol of Learning”
Graduate student Maksym Klyuchar writes the name of senior music performance major Sergio Godinez (not 
shown) in Ukrainian Nov. 17 in the Endowment Courtyard. “Your Name in Different Languages” was among the 
activities the university sponsored in observance of International Education Week.
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian Photos
Members of UTB/TSC’s Estudiantina Azul y Fuego perform during the Callejoneada, held Nov. 18 on campus. Directed 
by alumnus Aidé De Anda, the group entertained about 60 people who followed them from the Free Speech Area to the 
Education and Business Complex. The event was part of the university’s observance of International Education Week.
International Education Week
At the Texas Art Education Association 
conference, held from Nov. 12 to 14 in Dallas, 
two senior art education majors presented their 
work in a comforting environment filled with 
like-minded artists.
“You have a group, you do have an 
association, so you have people that have 
the same struggles as you, people that have 
overcome those struggles, and are just there to 
have a good time and become inspired again,” 
said senior education major Melina Martinez. 
“They’re reminding themselves of what they’re 
doing in this profession and how to have fun in 
the classroom.”
The conference brought together about 1,900 
artists, who shared tips and strategies for art 
and teaching. Martinez and senior art education 
major Ariadne Nava were accompanied by 
Ruth Keitz, a former senior lecturer in the Art 
Department; Bobbette Morgan, a professor in 
the College of Education and the director of 
the College of Education’s office of graduate 
Artists find kindred spirits 
By David Boon
Staff Writer
The Center for Gravitational Wave Astronomy 
and the Physics and Astronomy Department 
celebrated the end of the International Year of 
Astronomy on Nov. 14 at the Nompuewenu 
Astronomical Observatory.
Mario Diaz, director of the CGWA, 
welcomed parents, children, students and 
professors by explaining why he chose the 
name Nompuewenu for the observatory.
“I wanted to choose a Native American name 
… because the first people in this land to look 
at the skies were the Native Americans,” Diaz 
said.
“Nompuewenu” is a word that Native 
Americans from Argentina used to describe the 
sky.
“For the Indians who spoke the Mapuche 
language, ‘wenu’ meant sky [but, because they] 
had to talk about what was beyond the clouds, 
they said ‘beyond’ to look above the stars, 
meaning Nompuewenu, which means ‘beyond 
the sky,’” said Diaz, who is also a professor in 
the Physics and Astronomy Department.
The event included solar system models, 
telescope viewing and science experiments, 
among many other activities for children, 
such as face painting and decorating of space 
models.
Senior history major Jacob Hunter performed 
an experiment for the audience.
“Our presentation is about liquid nitrogen 
and what it shows is how cold it is in outer 
space,” Hunter said. “The liquid nitrogen is so 
cold … and different things freeze; this is the 
temperature of the moon.”
Hunter demonstrated how cold the galaxy is 
by using familiar objects in his experiment.
“We have some flowers and after you put in 
the liquid nitrogen it gets hard and it’s brittle and 
then you hit it on the table; it shatters,” Hunter 
said.
The surprises for the audience did not end 
with scientific experiments.
1,000 stargaze ‘beyond the sky’
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer• See ‘Artist,’ Page 18
• See ‘Stars,’ Page 18
Antonio Galan, an engineering and physics major, looks through the lens of the telescope in the Nompuewenu 
Astronomical Observatory.
Francisco esPinosa/coLLegian
To see more photos, visit blue.utb.edu/collegian
Senior art education major Ariadne Nava applies ferric 
chloride to an unfired piece of pottery during the Pottery and 
More Workshop by Randy Brodnax. The workshop was 
one of many during the Texas Art Education Association’s 
annual conference, held from Nov. 12 to 14 in Dallas.
courtesy Photo
“Cada libro es un proceso único. 
… Pienso que tanto desde la 
escritura, como desde la lectura, cada 
libro exige una atención única”, dijo 
Elsa Cross durante el VIII Congreso 
Binacional Letras en el Estuario.
El departamento de Lenguas 
Modernas presentó el VIII Congreso 
Binacional Letras en el Estuario el 
13 y 14 de noviembre.  El evento 
incluyó una serie de lecturas de 
creación en temas como poesía y 
cuento, así como la presentación de 
la revista literaria Novosantanderino 
y la antología de poesía y narrativa 
“Letras en el estuario”.
La última edición de la revista 
Novosantanderino incluyó obras de 
39 poetas de Sudamérica y España.  
 “El Congreso Binacional se creó 
hace ocho años con el propósito 
de darle un foro de expresión para 
los creadores de ambos lados de la 
frontera”, comentó Juan Antonio 
González, profesor del departamento 
de Lenguas Modernas. “Ha ido 
creciendo con el tiempo, de manera 
que cada vez viene más gente a 
exponer sus trabajos desde distintos 
ámbitos. Hemos crecido también 
hacia el lado norteamericano porque 
algunos de los creadores vienen 
hasta de San Antonio a compartir 
sus obras”.
Algunos de los autores que 
presentaron sus obras en el 
congreso fueron Elvia Ardalani, 
de la Universidad de Texas- 
Panamericana; Javier Villarreal, de 
la Universidad Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi; Teresita Loera, de Mante, 
Tamaulipas, México; y Celeste Alba 
Iris, de Cd. Victoria, Tamaulipas, 
México, dijo González.
La autora distinguida invitada 
al evento fue Cross, una poeta 
mexicana que obtuvo su licenciatura, 
maestría y doctorado en filosofía de 
la Universidad Nacional Autónoma 
de México. También estudió 
filosofía hindú en la India donde 
vivió por dos años, de acuerdo con 
su biografía incluida en el programa 
del evento. 
En la presentación, a la que 
asistieron cerca de 30 personas, 
Cross habló de su libro más reciente 
titulado “Bomarzo”. “Este libro trata 
acerca de una serie de problemas 
existenciales”, relató, “diría de 
crisis internas que buscan distintas 
salidas a lo largo del libro hasta que 
encuentran finalmente una respuesta 
al final”.
Cross explicó que el título de la 
obra proviene de unos jardines en 
Italia donde se encuentran una serie 
de esculturas. “[Las] esculturas 
poseen un gran valor simbólico, 
emblemático”, dijo, “que se relaciona 
con muchos de los problemas que se 
tocan a lo largo del poema, entonces 
‘Bomarzo’ se convierte como en un 
símbolo de todas esas cosas”.
La autora también platicó acerca 
del proceso creativo al escribir un 
libro, de cómo se debe escribir 
todo lo que se le ocurra durante un 
momento de inspiración y guardarlo 
para tiempo después regresar y 
realizar las correcciones necesarias.
Entre sus obras se encuentran 
“Espirales”, “Poemas escogidos 
1965-1999”, “El diván de 
Antar”, “Moira”, “Jaguar-lecturas 
mexicanas”, “Cuaderno de 
Amorgós”, “Los sueño-Elegías”, 
“Ultramar-Odas” y “El vino de las 
cosas-Ditirambos”.  
Cross obtuvo el Premio Nacional 
de Poesía Aguascalientes en 
1989, el Premio Internacional de 
Poesía Jaime Sabines en 1992, un 
reconocimiento especial del Consejo 
Cultural Mundial (World Cultural 
Council) en el 2005, el Premio 
Jaime Sabines-Gatien Lapointe y 
el Premio Xavier Villaurrutia en el 
2007. 
González habló de la importancia 
de realizar este congreso en la 
universidad.
“Estos eventos son muy 
importantes porque acercamos a la 
comunidad a autores selectos que ya 
han tenido éxito”, mencionó, “y eso 
debe fomentar el hábito de escribir, 
en nuestros estudiantes de grado 
y de postgrado y la comunidad en 
general que también aprecia este tipo 
de creación. Esos son los objetivos 
verdaderamente, acercar a nuestros 
alumnos a los grandes autores”.
Andrew Guerra, un estudiante 
de la Universidad de Texas-
Panamericana, expresó su 
admiración por la autora Cross.
“Es increíble cómo piensa acerca 
de la cultura y la forma en la que 
crea sus poesías y sus historias”, dijo 
Guerra. “Es realmente impresionante 
y me gusta mucho”. 
María Guadalupe Zúñiga Olivares, 
una habitante de Matamoros que 
asistió al evento, fue invitada por 
una amiga que es poeta y asiste a 
congresos nacionales.
“Yo no escribo, pero disfruto 
mucho de esto”, comentó Zúñiga. 
“Es muy admirable todo lo que estas 
personas tienen, porque realmente 
tienen una capacidad increíble”. 
Zúñiga disfrutó del evento, en 
especial de la presentación de 
Cross.
“Me voy pero muy emocionada… 
mi admiración para todas las 
personas, principalmente para la 
Dra. Cross que hoy nos acompañó”, 
platicó.
Zúñiga también expresó lo mucho 
que le agradó el cuento de la escritora 
Mercedes Guerra-Torres.
“Era un cuento que se me hizo 
algo muy real, muy dramático, muy 
de lo nuestro”, dijo. 






Ciudad Natal: El Paso
Promedio: 3.46
Especialidad: Maestro de música
Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 2011
Reconocimientos: Lista del Decano: 
Primavera 2008 y Otoño 2008. 
Pasatiempos: “Jugar videojuegos, 
ir al cine, salir y tocar música con 
mis amigos”.
Actividades extracurriculares: 
“Participo en la mayoría de los 
conjuntos musicales aquí en la 
universidad y también [trabajo] en 
la residencia estudiantil”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Por el 
momento, sólo graduarme. Existe 
la posibilidad de que estudie una 
maestría en música y tal vez un 
doctorado después de eso”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? 
“Enseñando en una preparatoria y 
ojalá trabajando con una orquesta 
importante”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? 
“Lo amigables que son todos. 
… La mayoría de los profesores 
que he tenido son muy amables 
y serviciales. … Siempre estaban 
dispuestos a ayudarme, al igual que 
los estudiantes y las organizaciones 
en la universidad”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? 
“Involúcrense lo más que puedan en 
los grupos de la universidad. Puedes 
estudiar todo lo que quieras y obtener 
las calificaciones que necesitas pero 
si no sales y conoces a otras personas 
y experimentas lo mejor que esta 
universidad tiene para ofrecer, no vas 
a tener una experiencia completa”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar antes 
de un examen? “La manera más 
fácil de prepararse para un examen 
usualmente implica estudiar 
durante el curso, cumpliendo con 
las tareas, además de leer.”
Anécdota: “Una noche me quedé 
practicando hasta tarde en el 
[edificio] Eidman, eran entre las 12 
y 1 a.m. y no había nadie excepto 
yo. Ya que terminé de practicar, 
guardé el instrumento y apagué las 
luces cuando de repente escucho 
algo detrás de mí. … Era una 
persona en un caballo con su cabeza 
en sus manos y parecía como un 
general de la guerra civil. ¡Cuando 
prendí las luces desapareció! … 
Fue algo espeluznante, tal vez 
estaba delirando, no sé, estaba 
cansado. … No he practicado tan 
tarde desde esa vez. 
--Recopilado por Luciana Morales
MiChaeL Peña/COLLegian
Variedad de comida internacional
Los estudiantes disfrutan de una gran variedad de comida de distintos países durante el “Festival de comida internacional” en el Salón Cassia el 19 de noviembre. El evento fue 
realizado por la Organización de Estudiantes Internacionales de UTB/TSC con motivo de la Semana de la Educación Internacional. Aproximadamente 160 estudiantes asistieron al 
evento, de acuerdo a Aragelia Salazar, asesora de estudiantes internacionales para el Departamento de Servicios Multiculturales e Internacionales.




Apenas y puedo creer que hoy es mi último día 
en El Collegian.
Me voy a graduar en tres semanas y estoy 
segurísima que lo que aprendí en El Collegian me 
será de mucha ayuda.
Hoy me despido del lugar que fue mi hogar 
durante cuatro años. De esos años, más de tres 
fueron como editora de la página de español.
No me puedo ir sin agradecerles a algunas de las 
tantas personas que hicieron posible la elaboración 
de la página de español semana tras semana.
Andrea Figueroa: 
Aprendí muchísimo de ti, 
de lo que veía que tú hacías 
cuando eras la editora de 
español. Siempre te vi como 
mi hermana mayor y un 
ejemplo a seguir. Gracias 
por tu libreta roja, todavía 
la conservo, pero lástima que aún no tengo a quien 
heredársela. 
Aragelia Salazar e Irma Alicia Peña: Gracias a 
ambas por contestar aún a las 10 p.m., por ayudarnos 
en los momentos que más las necesitábamos con 
una sonrisa. Nos sacaron de muchos apuros.
Profesores Cipriano Cárdenas, Cheryl Phelps, 
Juan Antonio González, Ramiro Rodríguez, 
Roberto Cortina y José Dávila-Montes: Gracias por 
sus sabios consejos y por contribuir a la publicación 
en distintas maneras. Espero sigamos en contacto.
A toda la gente del Consulado Mexicano en 
Brownsville y Consulado de los Estados Unidos 
en Matamoros: Gracias por siempre tomarnos en 
cuenta.
Mayra Urteaga: Fuiste mi mano derecha este 
año. Sin tu ayuda las cosas no hubieran sido tan 
sencillas. Gracias por todo.
Me siento triste por irme, pero contenta por haber 
sido parte de la historia de El Collegian.
Un triste pero necesario adiós
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
La poeta y autora Elsa Cross lee los 
primeros versos de su libro de poesía 
“Bomarzo”  durante el VIII Congreso 
Binacional Letras en el Estuario.
Comentario
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Imagine a tranquil place where you could lose 
yourself in thought, somewhere you could break 
away from the everyday humdrum of life. This 
was the concept junior architecture major Javier 
Reyna used to design his plan for renovation of 
Harlingen’s Gutierrez Park.
In its first year, UTB/TSC’s architecture 
program is already garnering attention. 
Architecture students were given the opportunity 
to present their proposals for the re-design of the 
park on Tuesday night to Harlingen officials and 
local architects.
The presentation, held in the International 
Technology, Education and Commerce Center, 
was part of a collaborative effort between 
architecture program directors Murad Abusalim 
and Erick Diaz and Harlingen city officials, 
where students were given a chance to present 
their design proposals for Harlingen’s downtown 
area. 
Harlingen business owners, Downtown 
Advisory Board members and city officials had 
one-on-one discussions with the students about 
their proposals for Gutierrez Park. Among the 
Harlingen city officials present was Mayor 
Chris Boswell, who was excited about the 
presentations. 
“We are so grateful that the architecture 
department down here at UTB has taken 
Harlingen’s downtown on as a project to give 
us some ideas about how we can revitalize [it],” 
Boswell said.
A total of 12 students displayed their 
proposals for the park, located on Harrison 
between D and E streets.  In 1945, the Mexican 
Chamber of Commerce began improving the 
park area, which was eventually re-named Lt. 
George Gutierrez Jr. Memorial Park in honor 
of a helicopter pilot from Harlingen who was 
killed in action in Vietnam on Aug. 24, 1965. 
While some students took a philosophical 
approach in their proposals, others were more 
pragmatic.
“My goal was to keep most of the park’s 
existing features,” said sophomore architecture 
major Ricardo Rendon. “The only thing I did 
remove was the playground from Gutierrez 
Park because when we went to visit [the park, 
city officials] told us about how it wasn’t being 
used so much.”  
Rendon said he got positive feedback from 
audience members that night regarding the 
feasibility of the proposal. 
Chris Delouche, a junior architecture major, 
derived some of his ideas for the proposal from 
Austin’s Zilker Park.
“I put a berm, which is just a little hill, and I 
put seating going up it, like it’s all natural and 
it’s a little stage area for people to … sit there; 
someone could play guitar or something,” said 
Delouche, who grew up in Austin.
In addition to the park proposals, students 
also presented a scale model of the downtown 
area.
During the presentation, Abusalim, an 
assistant professor, affectionately referred to his 
students as “heroes,” thanking his students for 
taking on a large-scale project on a one-month 
deadline.   
“I’m very happy, as I said, I’m very proud of 
my students or our students actually, I should 
say,” he told The Collegian. “They really 
worked hard. They didn’t have much time to 
work on this project, but still they were able to 
complete it on time and we are looking forward 
to continue similar projects in the future.”
Diaz, an assistant master technical instructor, 
said the project was a great opportunity for 
students.
“It was a great tool for our students to 
actually learn how to build a model, how to go 
to downtown Harlingen and actually survey 
the building, understand different heights and 
actually build it and build it at a certain scale 
because that is what architecture is. It’s not just 
designing, but it’s also understanding what is 
existing,” he told The Collegian.
“It was a pretty cool experience,” Reyna 
said of the presentation. “I thought it was going 
to be more hectic. … Everyone was a little 
nervous, thinking that they were going to do it 
individually, but the fact that they had people 
walking around made it a lot simpler.” 
Abusalim said they are planning on having 
follow-up meetings with Harlingen city 
officials.
“Four proposals will be chosen and we will 
take it from there … and see how we can move 
on with the design and which one will actually 
be … proposed,” he said.
Students design plans for Harlingen park
By Julianna Sosa 
Collegian Editor
Junior architecture major E.J. Cuevas explains his 
model for the re-design of  Gutierrez Park to Harlingen 
City Manager Craig Lonon on Nov. 17 in the International 
Technology, Education and Commerce Center. 
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian
 On the Cutting edge 
Last in a series:
programs; and Assistant Professor Bret Lefler.
Nava and Martinez became the first two 
students from UTB/TSC to present at a TAEA 
conference. Each presented a project that they 
submitted in the spring. 
Nava designed a curriculum plan for 
teaching the Baroque art style, titled “Theory 
to Practice: The Baroque Art Contest.”
“It’s a cooperative group activity where we 
review and learn the Baroque characteristics 
and then they must apply them by awarding 
first, second and third place to three different 
paintings,” she said.
Nava was assisted in developing the program 
by Keitz. 
“The reason that we presented this is 
because of the research that the two of us did is 
in identifying subject matter from the Baroque 
period,” Keitz said. “The participants are able 
to look at paintings they probably haven’t seen 
before or might not be familiar with and we had 
them rate them on the Baroque characteristics. 
Martinez presented a project on developing 
exhibition experience. 
“What we’re lacking in our Art Department 
is we know how to make art, but we don’t know 
how to get our art out to other people,” she said. 
“My project was about actually finding a place 
when there is no place, developing the scene, 
making a show out of nothing, basically.
Both students received certificates of 
appreciation for their participation.
Some of the highlights from the conference 
include novel ways of making art, such as salt-
fired bisque pottery, and a presentation by Ted 
Kincaid, an artist and teacher from Dallas.
“The best part that I heard was, ‘We want 
to be artists who teach as opposed to just art 
teachers. We must improve ourselves in order 
to have something to offer to the students. So, 
if we ourselves aren’t creating quality work, 
how do we expect our students to do that?’” 
Nava said.
A conference like this is not just a networking 
experience for future art education teachers, 
Morgan said.
“I think with just being exposed to the 
variety of the workshops and all the things the 
teachers are doing in the classrooms, and then 
having the keynote speakers that are true artists 
in their careers, it was a good experience for 
everyone,” she said. 
The doors of the Nompuewenu Astronomical 
Observatory opened to the community for the 
first time.
Graduate physics student Guillermo Valdez 
could not be more satisfied with the outcome of 
the ceremony.
“I think it was great, it was really, really nice 
for me because we [put in a lot of effort] to build 
this observatory,” Valdez said. “Finally, we 
opened it for the very first time to the people in a 
very nice ceremony.”
He explained the functions of the observatory 
to the audience.
“We were talking to the people [about] the 
construction of the observatory,” Valdez said. 
“The people were so excited about this building 
and about all the things we can do inside.”
The telescope was the most popular attraction. 
Projected live on a display was Jupiter, which 
viewers could also see through the telescope’s 
lens.
Each observation requires about 30 to 45 
minutes of preparation, Valdez said. Researchers 
have to align the telescope, clean the lenses and 
connect cameras to the computers in the dome.
Joining Valdez in the preparation of the 
celebration was engineering and physics major 
Antonio Galan.
 “We saw a lot of people making a line in 
front of the observatory,” Galan said. “It was 
very amazing for us because we didn’t think a 
lot of people would come.”
Groups of 15 to 20 people were able to enter 
the observatory at a time, where they would hear 
about Jupiter and the mechanisms of the dome, 
cameras and telescopes.
Observatory Manager Luisa Fernanda 
Zambrano Marin said the experience of the 
ceremony was “priceless.”
“There were over 1,000 people, children of 
all ages really excited about space,” Zambrano 
said. “There were a couple of kids running, 
saying ‘I saw Jupiter, I saw Jupiter,’ and to me 
that was priceless.”
Zambrano said the observatory was her main 
motivation to come to UTB/TSC.
“When I met Diaz, he told me about this 
project, and I said, ‘It’s perfect, because it’s a 
community that is virgin to space,’” she said.
Besides having the live displays of Jupiter, 
they also had portable 4-inch telescopes for the 
audience.
To the many members of the Physics and 
Astronomy Department, “An Evening Under 
the Stars” was not only a ceremony for the 
planets, but it was a dream and vision come 
true.
“I spent two complete years of my life in this 
building, and finally it’s opened for everybody, 
and everybody can see and enjoy,” Valdez said. 
Stars
Continued from Page 16
Artist 
Continued from Page 16
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ClubSpotlight
Members of The Collegian Press Club include (front row, from left) Elizabeth A. Perez, 
Jeanette Martinez, Michelle Serrano, Treasurer Christine Cavazos, Roxanna Rosas and 
adviser Azenett Cornejo. Second row: Rene Cardona, Deidre Chaisson, Michael Peña, 
President Julianna Sosa and Cynthia Hernandez. Third row: Francisco Garza, Secretary 
David Boon, Cleiri Quezada, Lewis Osorio, Mayra Urteaga, Jacqueline Vasquez, 
Fernanda Revilla, Jimena Evia and David Guerra. Fourth row: Luciana Morales, Manuel 
Reyna, Francisco Espinosa, Graciela L. Salazar and Hugo E. Rodríguez.
RigobeRto bocaRdo/foR the collegian
Name: The Collegian Press Club
Purpose: To provide timely news 
and information to students and em-
ployees of the University of Texas 
at Brownsville and Texas South-
most College through The Collegian 
newspaper, The Collegian Online 





Awards: This year, The Collegian 
staff won 21 awards from the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press Association, 
including first place in Spanish 
News Writing and Radio News 
Writing.
Events: Members attend the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press Association 
convention each spring to take part 
in journalism contests and work-
shops that range from news writing 
and photography to advertising de-
sign and television announcing. 
Meetings: At 3 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays in Student Union 
1.28.
Requirements: Must be a UTB/
TSC student with a GPA of 2.2 or 
higher.
Dues: $10 per semester
For more information: call 882-
5143 or send an e-mail to colle-
gian@utb.edu
--Compiled by Elizabeth A. Perez 
If you would like your student organization 
featured in the Club Spotlight, call Collegian 
reporter Elizabeth A. Perez at 882-5143 or 
send an e-mail at collegian@utb.edu.
Immigration, health care, drug wars 
and the border wall were some of the 
topics Roger Williams, former Texas 
secretary of state and now a U.S. 
Senate candidate, addressed when 
he visited the students in Alejandro 
Meade’s Introduction to Business 
class. 
Meade invited the Republican 
Senate candidate to talk to his 
students.
Williams, born in Fort Worth, 
served as secretary of state from 2003 
to 2007. He graduated from Texas 
Christian University, where he played 
baseball. He is seeking the Senate 
seat being vacated by Kay Bailey 
Hutchison, who is running for Texas 
governor.
During the lecture, he enlightened 
students on how to treat customers. He 
advised students to remember who the 
customer is and offer the best service 
possible.
“Service is the difference,” Williams 
said. “Price might make you buy 
something the first time, but service 
is what keeps you coming back, and 
service is being nice to people, is 
calling them by name, is shaking their 
hand.”
A student asked what was his 
position on the country’s health-
care issue, to which the candidate 
responded that the solution is to give 
the public the opportunity to choose 
their health-care policy. 
“I think you can make a better 
decision for your family than the 
government can,” Williams said. 
“The government doesn’t know you, 
you know you. And I think that the 
problem with health care in America 
is that America has a deficit net worth. 
We owe more than what we make, it’s 
like a business.”
To improve the unemployment 
rate, which recently increased to 
10.2 percent in the state, Williams 
recommends tax breaks to small 
business because they employ half the 
population in the state and they need 
to make profits in order to expand 
their operations and hire people. 
Asked for his opinion on the 
border wall, he made it clear he was 
against it because it sends a “horrible” 
message and is not the best solution. 
If immigrants come into the United 
States legally, they can represent an 
opportunity.
“From an economic development 
standpoint,” Williams said, “it means 
more jobs, more taxpayers. They pay 
more taxes.”
Even though he is against the wall, 
the former secretary of state thinks 
borders should be secured to protect 
the country from any terrorist attack 
and the drug wars that are taking place 
in Mexico. 
“What we’ve got to do is we need 
to have better security,” Williams 
said, “and America needs to cure their 
appetite for drugs.”
He also encouraged students to vote 
and get involved.
“I want you to get registered to 
vote,” Williams said, “and if you have a 
chance to vote for me, great; if not, still 
vote because that is your voice, that’s 
your message, that’s how you want 
your country to look like in the future.” 
His campaign proposals are 
“lower taxes, less government, freeze 
government spending [and] defend 
the borders.”
Williams thinks government needs 
more business people running for 
political positions because they can 
make good decisions for the future of 
the country. 
Freshman Frank Garcia said the 
lecture was interesting because he 
learned about politics.
“I learned a lot of stuff,” Garcia said, 
“[like] knowing who might be our 
next senator and also about politics.”
He said the best piece of advice 
Williams mentioned was to always 
smile and call people by their names.
“Which I will do,” Garcia said.
Elia Escamilla, a sophomore 
business major, said the best advice 
was “to be yourself and that if you 
really have your heart in it, you can 
make a difference.”
“I learned that there are people out 
there interested in our government,” 
Escamilla said, “and there are people 
that are willing to look out for us.”
Senate candidate speaks to students
By Mayra Urteaga
Staff Writer
Roger Williams, former Texas secretary of 
state, talks to students about immigration, the 
war on drugs, the border fence and how to 
be successful in business during Alejandro 
Meade’s Introduction to Business class Nov. 19. 
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